
 

 

Combined Arts Conference 

The 2016 Combined Arts Conference was held at the University of South Australia, Magill 

Campus, on Saturday 19 March. Primary school teachers attended from all sectors of the 

educational community: Public, Private and Independent. 

Overview 

High attendance at the conference reflected the great interest in the arts that exists amongst 

South Australian educators. The Keynote address presented by Assistant Professor Katie 

Dawson from the University of Texas at Austin, was engaging and inspiring. She talked about 

how the arts provide students with skills in creative expression and problem-solving, which are 

necessary in the 21st century. In order to flourish in our technologically driven society, students 

need to stay connected with each other, and be both flexible and entrepreneurial. In addition, 

they need to be skilled in critical and creative thinking, which they can develop through arts-

based learning. 

The conference provided hands-on workshops across all strands of the Arts: Dance, Media, 

Music, Visual Arts and Drama. Throughout the day, conference attendees participated in three 

workshops of their choice. I chose Drama as Pedagogy to Build Literacy, Drama – Performance 

Literacy, and Media Arts – Toon Time - Learning Through Animation. In all workshops, I learnt 

about ways that ways that I could integrate arts subjects with other areas of the curriculum (e.g. 

English and Technology). These workshops also provided me with examples of teaching and 

learning strategies that I can now incorporate into the classroom. 

Personal Highlights  

I particularly enjoyed the opportunity to participate in practical activities within each of the 

workshops I attended. For example, Freeze Frames in Drama. This gave me the opportunity to 

really understand the benefits of the learning activities and commit them to memory for future 

use! 

I also enjoyed the chance to experiment with some animation tools within the Media Workshop I 

attended. Previously, I have not had the chance to play with tools like iStopmotion or Scratch, 

so this experience was valuable. 



Where to Next? 

I intend to share my learning from the conference with my colleagues at Wandana Primary 

School, where I regularly practise relief teaching. I intend to provide a debriefing of my learning 

at an upcoming staff meeting. The main message that I would like to convey to my colleagues is 

that the arts can be incorporated into all classrooms, not just those of the specialist teacher. I 

will also share some practical strategies for how to achieve this. I would also like to include a 

brief article in the school newsletter outlining the benefits of the Arts Curriculum for students. 

I thoroughly recommend teachers attend upcoming Combined Arts Conferences. You will walk 

away with some practical teaching strategies and arts activities that you can incorporate into 

your classroom. 

 

Kate McDonald 


