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I entered hall F on Thursday evening and saw many exhibitors. I had a particularly useful 

discussion with a woman who works for the Thrass Institute. She had a strong opinion in going 

beyond structured literacy programs that are not integrated into other learning areas. She 

believed that the error in the popular jolly phonics program is saying the letter /a/ has the sound 

<a>. She believes children need to not be taught that. She wants children to recognise that the 

letter /a/ can have numerous sounds depending on the letters around in in words. If I have the 

opportunity one day to plan units of work, I will endeavour to incorporate the approach to see 

children engaged in literacy through using words learnt in one week in other learning areas. 

I thought the Slam Poet Amelia Walker took the art of creativity by the scruff of its neck. She 

recited poetry and incorporated different coloured envelopes that represented different poems. 

She was distinct and a good reminder of taking risks in literacy development. 

A session that related very clearly with my reasons for attending the conference was the 

workshop facilitated by Bronwyn Custance. Bronwyn’s belief for how to grow grammar 

comprehension is using the functional grammar approach over only using the traditional 

grammar approach. She wants to see teachers question students why a word is inserted where 

it is in the sentence. We need to be purposeful in the questions we ask children. The emphasis 

is not simply telling children where the verb goes or where the noun goes but asking questions. 

For example: Who is the person hitting the ball? What is the person doing with the ball? 

Children will be learning the process, the participants in the sentences and the circumstances. 

Learning functional grammar can occur as children see the teacher model reading. A few lines 

can be considered in more depth. One way to expand children’s understanding of grammar and 

vocabulary is using noun groups. Bronwyn provided a table with space for children to build a 

noun group with Classifier, describer, pointer, numerative, thing and qualifier. I saw this 

approach before at Kilkenny P.S. I can share these ideas with teachers I meet while relief 

teaching. I can particularly use the approaches for improving grammatical understanding in 

classes I am relieving a teacher because these approaches will definitely be beneficial. 

I want to be a teacher who asks children questions so that they have an ability to understand 

why words are in sentences. I want the children I teach to have understanding and 

comprehension of English grammar. Beyond that I want children I teach to get to the stage of 

analysing their use of words. I believe the functional grammar approach aids learning English 

and literacy. 

The presentation by David Caldwell was creative and gave ideas for thinking of the linguistic 

landscape. The diverse environments of a classroom with many trying to understand linguistics 

of a language. The landscape is particularly grouped into three spaces. The conceived space, 

the perceived space and the lived space. The idea of lived space was one that I was most 

interested in. From Caldwell’s research, he admitted that he has plenty on perceived space and 
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conceived space. He has not spoken to the young people who wear the T-shirts with prints. He 

wants to do that to understand why people wear them. This is the lived space. In my relief 

teaching I can easily decide why a child acts a certain way based on what I have learnt from 

others who have done research in that field (conceived space) or I can assume through 

interactions with others (perceived space). By using the lived space of the linguistic landscape I 

can focus on understanding the child. I can ask the child, “Why do you respond like that?” “What 

is motivating you?” “How are you feeling when you do that?” I can incorporate the lived space 

not only with what I do but with how I establish a learning environment where children can learn 

to understand one another. They can develop growth in sharing opinions and feelings with 

respect of one another. All of this can be easier as children understand functional grammar. 

Children can use words through analysis of language to improve conveying the meaning they 

want to express. 

The plenary keynote Barbara Comber gave similar support to incorporating lived space into 

teaching English and Literacy. Children need to be imaginative and to be creative with English. 

Comber wants children to be imaginative and use the imagination for decision making. She 

wants children to have serious decision making skills and negotiation with one another and the 

teacher.  For this to be possible she recognised that teachers need to understand the virtual 

schoolbag. Children bring their own knowledge and abilities to a learning environment. 

Imagination will vary with people from different cultures. Comber wants to see teachers give 

opportunities for students from different cultures to learn the knowledge of country of origin and 

family origin. I want to use this approach with how I relate to families I meet and reminding them 

of the imagination people can use in life for making unique and surprising outcomes from 

decisions. 

Finally I will write that the Sheena Cameron and Louise Dempsey gave many applicable 

strategies for embedding vocabulary into lessons. I want to be aware of the beauty of words and 

the depth of meaning each word can give. Jenni Connor also gave a commendation to 

remember emotive power of words.  Connor gave examples from various modes of the written 

word. Giving children motivation for engaging in language. These three presenters accept that 

children having the ability to use words can enable effective communication and allows students 

to proclaim an opinion or situation. I can be proactive in talking with staff of schools to learn how 

functional grammar is incorporated. Not only that but how teachers consider the lived space of 

children and learn about that and how teachers and leadership create and environment to be 

enthusiastic about words. I thankyou for giving me the opportunity to gain knowledge and reflect 

on literacy through weaving literacy into the lives of children. 

 

With sincerity 

 

Henry Trewren 


