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I was ecstatic to receive sponsorship from the Teacher’s Registration Board to attend the 2016 

AATE / ALEA Conference as the theme and planned sessions looked so inspirational for my 

dual roles of Teacher Librarian and Key Literacy Teacher at my ELC -12 regional school. 

Financially I was unable to fund the travel, accommodation and registration costs to attend. The 

opportunity to engage with such high quality professional learning and also network with other 

passionate educators definitely lived up to my high expectations. Being so far from a major city 

ordinarily my opportunities for both of these are limited.  

Now I will be enthusiastically sharing with colleagues my learning; particularly about inquiry 

approaches that will nurture wonder and creativity. The planning I regularly do with colleagues 

through my dual roles will make this sharing easy to accomplish next term. As a word lover I will 

also love sharing the innovative approaches around the power of language that many speakers 

shared. Specifically, the difference these approaches will make to our refugee and 

disadvantaged students.  

As already mentioned the networking opportunities during and after the Conference were an 

important aspect for me. I not only was able to connect with people during discussion in the 

sessions but also exchange contact details to continue our sharing. One of the challenging 

aspects of teaching is the all too common lack of sharing of programs and initiatives, which 

considering how time poor teachers are is crazy. Even in our regional area this sharing is not 

happening in any systematic way. I have already begun sharing some of the resources I have 

developed via email and Dropbox and received some valuable resources in return.  

I have outlined below specific learning from particular sessions for use in my own work and to 

share with colleagues. 

The two key note addresses by the inspirational and entertaining Misty Adoniou were definite 

highlights. She gave us a mix of practical and thought provoking content. As a Key Literacy 

Teacher I agree with her that literacy cannot be just considered in its component parts but must 

always be seen as meaning making by teachers and students. Always encouraging students to 

look for purpose and meaning is particularly important for our EAL/D students as they navigate 

communicating in what is not their first language. She emphasised that we need to ensure that 

we do not remove the wonder of language. She shared a great quote form John Stuart Mills.  

“It is not understanding that destroys wonder, it is familiarity.” 

I believe this is especially true when exploring texts with classes. Sometimes we are so keen to 

pull texts apart and revisit them again and again that the students end up losing the enjoyment 

of the texts and therefore don’t appreciate the wonderful language, techniques etc. She warns 

against always breaking literacy down into isolated little bits for this reason.  

Our school, like others, is struggling with students entering our Reception classes who find their 

first year very challenging academically, socially and emotionally. A session titled, ‘From Little 

School to Big School’, by two practising early educators, Lisa Kervin and Jessica Mantei was full 

of practical ways of framing an inquiry into our current practices. They suggest using 4 
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quadrants: Space, Time, Resources, Interactions to do this with the Inquiry Question – How 

might a child experience literacy opportunities? I have already contacted a colleague to start us 

along a pathway using the knowledge gained in this session. 

Kath Murdoch’s key note ‘Wonder and Inquiry’ was a challenging session that asked us to 

examine if at our learning spaces wonder was on the critical list, along with creativity and 

curiosity. She acknowledged the many external pressures that can cause this to be the case. 

She also mentioned the importance of student choice in ensuring wonder, creativity and 

curiosity were valued. And she asked us to consider how we can create habitats for wonder in 

our classrooms and gave us some examples of picture books that would help do this. As a 

teacher librarian discovering new titles for myself and colleagues to use with children was very 

welcome. Other practical ideas were the use of inquiry diaries in the classroom and also using 

provocations to inspire students to wonder. We were asked to reposition the view of the 

everyday. I must admit I have been guilty of asking students to sit down when they were 

attracted by a hailstorm or other natural event outside.  

Another session that I found very useful was Catherine Black’s ‘Listening; the neglected 

literacy’. It was interesting to learn that out of communicating time, 45% is spent listening. And 

we don’t spend nearly enough time explicitly teaching and practising it. There is also a huge link 

between academic success and listening, which is not a surprise. She gave me some good 

practical ideas for helping my students listen more effectively during my lessons to retain more 

and be more engaged with the information.  

The session ‘Picture Books: Rich Narratives and History’ was really interesting for me as a 

teacher librarian as it looked at the development of picture books over time and how different 

perspectives are used in a variety of texts. The idea of a 3rd entity being created through the 

fusion of text and graphics was a useful one for my future lessons as was the focus on the meta 

language used to talk about them. I would also like to concentrate more on the concept of 

authorial choice when working with classes.  

The final workshop I attended was the most emotionally challenging as it dealt with the 

uncertain job market my present and future students are facing, and how we must be changing 

what we do in schools to acknowledge (and accept) this. Chris Walsh believes we should be 

helping students develop as anticipatory thinkers and learners. To be pre-active rather than 

agile learners who ask ‘as if’ questions and exhibit ‘what If’ behaviours. This will involve me, and 

the school I work in, ensuring educational opportunities that involve students being enterprising, 

using their own voice to negotiate their learning, lots of collaboration and using strategic 

foresight to investigate what jobs might be available to them in the future. It is well known that 

entry level jobs continue to disappear and 60% of the careers students are being trained for are 

radically changing. I need to initiate conversations at school and system level to critically 

examine current practices and how (if) they address this changing situation. 

It will have become obvious throughout this summation that the three days of the AATE / ALEA 

Conference was very helpful to me professionally. I have come away from the days with not 

only a lot of inspiring content to share with colleagues, but also with contact details for people to 

continue conversations and share resources. I am very grateful for your sponsorship.  


