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National Literacy Conference 2016 
Weaving Worlds with Words and Wonder 

My Background 

Working in a school classified as DECD as very remote for the last few years I have felt that the 

opportunities to engage with experts and leaders in the field of Literacy teaching have been few 

and far between. In 2015 I was lucky enough to attend the AALEA conference in Canberra 

thanks to sponsorship from the South Australian English Teaching Association. Whilst in 

Canberra I was lucky enough to make many great contacts, learn from leaders in Literacy 

education from around the world and stoke that fire and passion for teaching that can be 

smouldered by the remoteness of our context. At the time of attending the conference in 2015 I 

was the sole mainstream English teacher of year 8-12 students in my school. In my first year I 

was able to closely collaborate with a senior English teacher and this helped me to adjust to the 

unique context that we have at our site. 

Across our school we have a diverse range of students, our students come from over 30 cultural 

backgrounds, approximately a third of our students are indigenous, we have issues with chronic 

non-attendance with an average attendance of 70% on any given day. 

This year I have moved into working most closely with our senior school, years 10-12, in 

English, Media and Tourism. 

The opportunity provided to me this year by the Teachers Registration Board to attend the 2016 

ALEA Conference, Weaving Worlds with Words and Wonder, was one that I embraced with 

open arms. The opportunity to learn from a wide variety of education experts is one that should 

not be taken for granted and should be embraced by all teachers who get the opportunity. 

Introduction 

In this report I will be focussing primarily on the opening plenary and how the conference theme 

can be applied at my site. It is my hope that my experience and reflection can lead to positive 

change at my school and community. 

Opening Plenary 

The opening plenary was delivered by Barbara Comber who is a research professor at UniSA 

and QUT.  structured around the theme of transforming schools into spaces for imagination. In 

order to illustrate this we were shown three case studies in which teachers, students and 

researchers were able to collaborate to create programs through imaginative design. A key 

principal in this concept is looking at the teacher as an auteur who can be identified by their 

body of work - Not just a series of lesson plans. 
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I was challenged to consider the outcomes of tasks that are provided to students in the 

classroom and ensure that activities give students the opportunity to wonder, marvel, speculate, 

doubt, question and ponder issues that are important to them. Not just within their school or 

local area, but on a global scale. 

The plenary challenged teachers to consider what their site literacy program looks like, and the 

role that imagination can play in revitalising stale concepts. Much of what is happening in 

classrooms with long established literacy programs are not providing real differentiation. Often 

lesser abled students are being given unchallenging ‘busywork’ as opposed to tasks that can 

work to stimulate their imagination and push their ability level. By not allowing struggling 

students to be challenged we are creating a new poverty of generational unemployment due to 

underskilled graduates. 

This doesn’t happen unless teachers are given the time and freedom to pursue big ideas, read 

more and creating a version of literacy which is more than just the components of ‘reading, 

speaking and writing’. By focussing on WHY these skills are important outside of the classroom 

we can empower struggling students and allow them to discover the importance of these 

concepts themselves.  

A big question that was raised for me was to what extent am I expecting students to meet a 

standard which is unrealistic. How can I consider the backgrounds of my students and what it is 

that they value in my teaching? What can be done to empower and give students ownership 

over their school environment?  

Further Actions 

I will be working with staff within the school to disseminate relevant information from across the 

weekend with staff. I hope to implement some positive projects in the future which were 

discussed in the opening plenary. 

As a media teacher with access to one of two drive ins movie theatres remaining in South 

Australia I was able to most closely relate to tasks which an English/Media teacher explores big 

topics and empowers migrant students by giving them a camera and asking questions of other 

students and teachers about their culture. This has culminated in a project called Sudan – The 

Movie (available on YouTube) and is very effective at shifting perceptions about EALD students 

in the mainstream schooling system. I would like to take the concepts shown in the film and 

work with my indigenous students to create a project where they can share knowledge and 

culture and present it to the Coober Pedy community in order to shift perceptions and empower 

our young people.  

Other projects discussed included a community café which was designed and run by students. It 

was used as a meet and greet for parents and teachers to interact and was held in place of a 

normal parent/teacher introduction session. This event gave the children empowerment through 

the ability to have ownership of a school and community event. By allowing students to run the 

planning meetings they received training on how to structure and communicate in a formal 

meeting environment and also the roles in which must be played. 
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These projects are things which I’d like to explore with site leadership, including the counselling 

team as both small group and whole school projects that can be held at our site in 2017. 

Final Reflections 

Attending the 2016 National Literacy Conference was reinvigorating as a teacher in an isolated 

rural school. I left with a head swirling with new ideas about the world in which my students 

inhabit and how best to engage them. I was introduced to a wide variety of adult picture books, 

which break down the barriers between those students who are more literate and those who are 

less. I spoke to a variety of education suppliers about potential products to promote positive 

learning at my site. The sessions across the weekend were led by peer teachers and experts in 

English education. The ability to get out of the school and explore the English trends across the 

country is vital to growing as an English teacher and I would recommend that all teachers that 

are interested attend next year’s conference in Tasmania. Thank you to SAETA, AATE and the 

TRB for providing me with this opportunity. 

 

 


