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Overview 

During the National Conference for Teachers of English and Literacy at the Adelaide 

Convention Centre (7-10 July 2016), I listened to a number of keynote presentations, 

participated in many workshops and attended book launches for Australian authors.   

When selecting sessions to attend, I endeavored to identify a range of areas that I felt were 

either personal weaknesses, were particularly relevant to my role as English Coordinator, or 

which related to the specific circumstances, socio-economic demographic or student cohort 

associated with my school.  As a result of this process, I was guided towards sessions focused 

on creative and narrative writing; data-collection and whole school approaches to improving 

literacy; and engaging low SES-students in high-stakes literature study. 

In this report, I will briefly outline the sessions and experiences which I felt were particular 

highlights, and how I intend to share my learning within my school community. 

 

In addition to attending formal keynotes and workshops, the conference also provided a 

valuable opportunity for me to: 

 

 Meet with publishers to discuss our school’s current book needs, newly available books 

and teacher resources relevant to our current text list. As a result, I have a list of new 

titles to consider as part of the ongoing revitalisation of our school library and class sets 

used in English, which is consistent with our current faculty focus to increase student 

interest in literature study and rebranding the library as a space for reading (not just 

using the internet). 

 Network with teachers both from South Australia, including regional Australia, and from 

interstate, to learn about what they are doing in their schools. These conversations 

allowed time and space for me to consider how I could adapt and apply ideas and 

methods from other schools within my own school context. 
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Overview of key sessions: 

Sessions which I found to be of personal interest included:  

 Project Based Learning - Making It Work for the English Classroom (7-12) 

 Changing Lenses: Playing with Narrative Structure and Point of View to Develop 

Richness in Creative Writing (7-12) 

 Creative Writing Rescue: achieving success in student short stories (7-12) 

 Creating Cultural Omnivores: navigating low SES students through high cultural texts 

 

1. Project Based Learning - Making It Work for the English Classroom (7-12) 

While I had previously encountered various forms of Inquiry-Based Learning, I had not seen 

PBL in practice. This session provided an excellent overview of PBL including the mandatory 

components for a learning activity to be considered PBL, namely that units are developed 

around the triplet idea of explore, compose, share.  

The key emphasis was on the need for a strong driving question which propelled students 

through their study unit and which was featured on the project flyer; the need for an authentic 

and, where possible, external audience such as parents or the use of online forums; and most 

importantly, the need for relevance to the students’ lives. I found it interesting that a large 

component of PBL revolved around explicit teaching and teacher-driven and scheduled 

activities, whereas, often I have heard of teachers describing other inquiry-based learning 

models as largely independent or student-driven.  

A number of useful resource links were provided including the Buck Institute for Education (US), 

Edutopia, and the Australian PBL Network (Facebook group). 

 

2. Changing Lenses: Playing with Narrative Structure and Point of View to Develop 

Richness in Creative Writing (7-12) 

Having identified that creative text creation is not a personal strength, I attended this session to 

develop my ability to guide students through narrative writing.  The session provided a number 

of practical activities concerning the manipulation of narrative structure to produce more 

engaging texts, in essence, that sequence or events and the order in which those events are 

revealed to the audience do no need to be the same. Ultimately, the author can manipulate the 

revelation of information to assist with character development and plot tension. Key takeaway 

idea for students: when writing a narrative, the goal is to ask a questions and delay answering it 

for as long as possible. 



Natalie Maddern – Samaritan College Whyalla 

Principles discussed, checklists and formative tasks demonstrated will be applicable to both my 

middle years and senior English classes.  A useful resource was discussed, and I am 

investigating the possibility of obtaining it for our school library. 

 

3. Creative Writing Rescue: achieving success in student short stories (7-12) 

Again, this session was related to personal interest and need.  A number of practical activities 

were demonstrated including a scaffolded folio of creative writing which guided students in the 

creation of setting, character, props and tone. The link between quality reading and quality 

writing was discussed, along with literary techniques including tripling, simile and alliteration, 

and the use of vocabulary-building exercises.  

Many of the activities from this workshop will be useful formative exercises for use in the middle 

and senior years.  

 

4. Creating Cultural Omnivores: navigating low SES students through high cultural texts 

This session considered the place for complex and sophisticated text study within low SES 

schools, and the stereotypical reactions teachers face when attempting to incorporate such 

texts into their curriculum. Many of the challenges discussed were consistent with those we 

have faced within a rural context. This discussion was particularly interesting considering the 

implementation of the new English – Literature Studies Stage Two SACE course in 2017, which 

many stakeholders have assumed relates solely to ‘highbrow’ literature. 

 

Disseminating information: whole-school staff 

Upon my return to school, I will be presenting a segment during our staff meeting, during which I 

will raise a number of general teaching ideas which arose during the conference, namely: 

 Failing should be considered a step in the learning process. Are we, as a school, letting 

our students fail and learn from that experience? How is this impacting on the 

development of resilience and healthy risk-taking behaviours within our students? (Jayne 

Johnston) 

 Teachers have a role, and an obligation, to design complex and multilayered bodies of 

work, not just to transfer content. (Babara Comber) 

 The classroom is a public space where all participants are influenced by personal and 

collective histories and cultures. (John Yandell) 

 Literacy should be a whole-school curriculum focus (ie general capabilities), and must be 

considered as further-reaching that ‘grammar’.  As a result, literacy planning extends 



Natalie Maddern – Samaritan College Whyalla 

beyond the responsibilities of the English faculty and beyond the boundaries of NAPLAN 

testing. (Mel Dixon) 

 Project-Based Learning should be considered for use in English and the Humanities (eg 

extending beyond STEM subjects). In doing so, all teachers play a role in providing an 

authentic and public audience for our students. (Kelli McGraw) 

 As a school, we need to reflect on whether ineffective differentiation has removed the 

“risk of learning” by eliminating all aspects of challenge (Mel Dixon) 

 

These concepts will be shared with all staff as stimulus for further consideration and 

professional discussion. 

Faculty Specific 

At a subsequent faculty meeting with my team, I will share my English-focus learning. I will be 

focusing in particular on three sessions (discussed in detail above): 

 Project Based Learning - Making it Work for the English Classroom (7-12) 

 Changing Lenses: Playing with Narrative Structure and Point of View to Develop Richness 

in Creative Writing (7-12) 

 Creative Writing Rescue: achieving success in student short stories (7-12) 

 

By sharing my learning with my faculty in relation to these sessions, it is my hope that we would 

be able to strength both our methodologies for teaching text creation across the year levels, but 

also that we will have an opportunity to consciously turn our minds to sequencing the 

development of those skills through the middle and senior years. This would include sharing 

formative exercises from the conference, but also across-faculty planning to ensure that 

students are not repeating the same exercises every year. 

Furthermore, the incorporation of a pilot PBL unit within our middle years may assist with 

increasing student engagement in English, in particular, making the relevance of text studied to 

everyday life more apparent. 

 

Wider-school community (including Parents) 

I intend to write a piece for our school newsletter, which remains our main avenue of 

communication with the broader school network. This brief article will summarise the purpose of 

the conference and key ideas which may be thought-provoking for parents, including 

commentary about potential new books for our school library. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to attend this conference. Without the TRB Sponsorship, I would 

not have been able to participate, and in turn, would not have been able to bring my new 

learnings back to my school and my faculty.  

 

Thank you. 

 


