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As a pre service teacher I had the privilege to be sponsored by the Teachers Registration board of SA to 

attend the two day EdTechSA 2017 Steaming ahead conference, held over the 19th and 20th of July, 

hosted at the beautiful facilities of Emmanuel College. The two day inspiring journey was kicked off by 

keynote speakers Taj Pabari and Shannon Flemming, we were inspired by Taj’s story of 

entrepreneurship, innovation and collaboration to bring digital literacy to children around the globe, in 

the form of his company 56 creations, his vision to not just to bring technology to students doorsteps, 

but to give them the tools to imagine, and create instead of just becoming passive users. 

 

The idea of children having the confidence in their understanding of technology and their ability to 

create using it, presented the audience with the urgency and importance we have as educators to use 

technology tools in our classrooms to engage and support our students. Taj spoke about his own 

struggles in schooling to engage in the classroom with conventional teaching, he was inspired by 

technology and wanted to change the world. Taj expressed the importance of children being able to 

obtain a skill set of creativity, communication and collaboration. Taj’s workshops set to inspire 

emotional intelligence, encouraging children to be able to speak about their thoughts, ideas and 

communicate publicly. 

 

EdTech didn’t hold back on the variety of motivating speakers offering specialised seminars directed at 

educators interests and specialised areas of teaching. Rob Love was offering beyond coding, developing 

innovation quotient in schools, Rob’s idea for educator’s to design and tailor their programing to 

incorporate design thinking, where by students are able to identify problems and design solutions 

through research and testing. 

 

These inspiring concepts to teaching are extremely interesting to me, if time permitted as a pre service 

teacher I would have benefited from real examples on how to do this in the classroom and the resources 

or examples of resources we could use to implement these ideas, to solidify my understanding and 

further develop my practice. 
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Vicki Newton gave educators a hands on tour of the remarkable free resource she had been using with 

her students at Cowandilla Primary School, in her seminar Technology and History using Trove. Vicki 

walked educators through the features of the Trove site and ways in which they could implement these 

into lessons, giving children ownership and a completed product at the end of the unit of work. She 

presented educators with the original task the children were presented with and explained that even 

deconstructing the assignment with the students will take an entire lesson. The insightful information, 

trials and tribulations she had while working on the unit with the students was beneficial to a new or pre 

service teacher, as we were able to see in a real context how we can implement technology with history 

.  

 

Scott Griffiths and Dr Elliot Gann presented a highly engaging and innovative way of bringing technology 

into the classroom in the form of hip-hop culture, 

Scott and Elliot presented us with ways in which to deliver multiple literacies in the form of a  “gummi 

vitamin” (Gann, 2017) helping educators to deliver important messages. When engaged in creating 

within hip-hop culture, students are learning to work collaboratively and to express themselves in a 

culturally relevant context. 



EdTechSA July 2017  Carol Martin 

 

 

Each of the seminars I was booked into I took something away from, some more than others, as a pre 

service teacher I was seeking innovative and creative ways in which to implement digital learning into 

the classroom, the clear truth that each seminar and key note speaker spoke about was the need for 

children to be digitally literate to enable them to move forward and keep up to date in the digital world. 

Staying connected and sharing ideas has never been easier, yet each speaker spoke of the importance of 

skills such as working collaboratively, creatively and ethically have never been more important for our 

students to have. The task for us as Teachers and educators is encapsulating these passions and 

combining them to engage, inspire and ignite children’s passion for learning.  

 


