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Steaming Ahead; Presented by EdTEchSA 
Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th of July 

 

Firstly, I thank the Teacher Registration Board for sponsorship of this conference. An event like nothing 

else i’ve been lucky enough to attend yet far.  

As I arrived at Immanuel College, I felt lucky to be a part of this conference, the organisers were friendly, 

there were plenty of sources to assist in where to go and organise your daily schedule with and; for you.  

I personally enrolled in all my classes online with the pre-enrolment, which I felt was probably the best 

option. However I did manage to change a few of my choices around after seeing, and listening to some 

of the key note speakers, and feeling inspired.  

The first to make an impression was Taj; the creator and founder of fiftysix creations. His passion, and 

drive shocked me especially for someone his age. It really put into perspective, that if you really want to 

do something, you just have to do it. He spoke about not dwelling on what you can learn to be better at, 

and what you could be in the future, but to think about what can you do now, and let the possibilities be 

endless. What would you do now if you could do anything he asked us. 

Taj made a comment that helped me reflect personally upon my practice, and caused me to think about 

what type of educator I want to be. “At schools we spend so much time getting children to regurgitate 

information, merely to do nothing but to regurgitate. We need to give and provide more opportunity for 

students to create ideas and investigate them and to build knowledge”. I want to create student 

explorers, students that can find out their own information, find their own answers, learn to investigate 

and explore the world; rather than me as an educator just feeding them the information all the time. It 

brings me back to the inquiry approach. The Australian Curriculum outlines this approach and uses this 

quote; “The meaning of ‘knowing’ has shifted from being able to remember and repeat information to 

being able to find and use it.” (National Research Council, 2007). 

It also got me thinking; When Taj questioned why children all of a sudden fear failure as they get older. 

They believe they are artists, mind readers, scientists, whatever they want to be when they are younger, 

so what changes in the latter years? Again perhaps we are too busy suggesting to children that if they 

can’t regurgitate the correct information, that they are wrong. 

Dr Jenine Beekhuyzen was a powerful speaker. She spoke confidently and was very passionate about her 

organization. It is fantastic to see what she is doing in relation to the lack of females in the digital tech 

world, and encouraging young females to get involved at an early age. I have been following her on 

instagram and the #techgirlsmovement.  
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Most of all my favourite session was hosted by Scott Griffiths and Elliot Gann. This was not a session I 

had previously enrolled in, until I saw a demo of their work on the Wednesday, and then a keynote on 

the Thursday. The energy, enthusiasm and passion for what they did was fantastic. A session I could not 

afford to miss.  

During the session, we got to watch, explore, plan for the future and discuss different technologies we 

are currently using and could be using in our classrooms.  

Everyone in the session was involved, and I felt very comfortable expressing myself and voicing my 

opinion in the session due to the happy atmosphere created.  

It was great to realise upon coming back to my school that some of the apps they had suggested, we 

already had on our devices, therefore it was easy to start using them and implanting them within in 

lessons.  

Overall, I found most of the sessions I attended beneficial in some way, they were either an eye opener, 

learned skills and knowledge or a reassurance that I was on the right track.  

To finish off, I was inspired to write a rap at the end of my session with Scott and Elliot, I shared it with 

EdTechSA but thought you may like it too. 

 

Welcome everyone to my instagram post 
My name is Shana Greenwood and today I’ll be your host. 
I’ve had a great time at the EdTechSA Conference, 
Navigating a digital future at Immanuel College. 
My by far favourites were the techgirl keynote, 
presented by Dr Jenine Bee whilst wearing her super powered red satin coat. 
I feel very inspired by Scott and Elliot, 
but you’d be pretty foolish if you hadn’t figured that out yet. 
Thanks to all the presenters and organisers of EdTech for the past two days, 
I’m now headed over to record this, I’m not ready for it to be over yet. 

 

Again thank you for the opportunity, 

Shana Greenwood. 


