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Thank you once again for the opportunity to attend this event.  As a Pre-Service teacher in Design & 
Technology it allowed a glimpse to see what is trending in the Digital Technologies domain in which I will 
hopefully be intimately involved with in the future.   
 
To start, the reception or sign in area was well "manned" and the delegates very helpful on offering 
other choices when one of the workshops had to be cancelled. In addition they were able to advise on 
other workshops that I may have not considered.  
 
Wednesday: Intro & Welcome 
Aside a couple of PowerPoint mis-cues, the introduction and (especially) the welcome to country were 
an excellent starter to the conference. Was a pleasure to hear Kevin Richardson give a succinct and 
insightful speech of which some was spoken in the words of the Kaurna tongue, the land on which we 
were guests for the two days.  
 
Keynote: Taj Pabari  
Taj's keynote speech was quite stirring in the manner in which he was suggesting some essential skill 
sets may and will be obsolete in the near future.  His intention of creating a stir was quite 
entrepreneurial in intent and to an extent may have put some of the attendees off.  His success is to be 
applauded, but he may have to refine his speech to suit the audience - too much pitch, not enough 
attention.  
 
Workshop 1: Inventing & coding music instruments. Presenter: Cheryl Burgemeister 
The workshop was well planned and set-up for small groups to corroborate/collaborate.  Cheryl's 
workshop was a great example of multiple discipline learning (STEM) that can be quite entertaining and 
engaging for R-2 students.  
 
Keynote: Dr Leanna Read 
Very engaging keynote that answered a lot of differing ideas that I have in mind within education and 
future employment and the directions needed to take.  Excellent.  
 
Workshop 2: Learning through Coding & Steam, Karen Pastro 
Karen was very organised and well versed on the Digital Technologies curriculum.  Her knowledge in the 
AC was very helpful for all the workshop attendees.  
 
Invited Speaker: Kevin Richardson  
Kevin's speech was personally very inspiring. As much as this is meant to be a report, I have to say why I 
am here, now.  I have been a highly skilled tradesperson for the last 23 years and decided to become a 
teacher on the realm that I could see that we can't stay in one profession for a lifetime without 
becoming obsolete as a person.  Kevin hit a lot of important issues and solutions that i have thought of 
in the same way since starting my degree. This is refreshing and also underpins the reason for change.   
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Invited speaker Jane Hunter: 
Another insightful talk of STEM and the shape of the AC 
 
Workshop 3: Today's future sounds 
Elliot and Scott did an amazing job of getting us all involved in a genre which can be rather daunting and 
intimidating to many.  Their take on Digital Technologies and incorporating it in school regions of low 
socio-economic or high truancy  is certainly a way of getting student's attention.  
 
Thursday: Keynote: Jenine Beekhuyzen  
A great presentation which was very helpful in getting young female students empowered in learning in 
the Digital Technologies field.  
 
Workshop 4: CSER Adelaide 
Nick Faulkner walked us through all the latest MOOC offerings and upcoming trends. Discussion about 
coding was brought up which was a great conversation piece in deference of the previous day comment 
by a keynote speaker saying it will become obsolete.  
 
Workshop 5: Pythonista 3, Chris Robinson 
A very interactive session which  everyone attending had massive results in understanding the platform 
in an iOS situation.  
 
Invited Speakers James Curran & Bruce Fuda  
I wasn't able to attend due to having an urgent work related phone call that took most of the time if the 
talk.  
 
Workshop 6: Unpacking the Digital Technologies Curriculum - Anna Kinnane 
Very well presented and again another workshop where lots of unknowns were able to be discussed by 
the teachers in the workshop. (I have a reasonable understanding of the Curriculum in regard to what it 
states due to the research we have done at as a D&T PST at Uni). The majorly of the teachers left the 
workshop more knowledgeable of the curriculum in application.  
 
Professional panel: 
The panel discussion was extremely insightful for a person of my level (beginner).  All panel members 
had incredible amount of knowledge and hence their status of position. It capped off an exceptional 
conference.  
 
I hope my insights may be of use, and hope they are of a reasonable standard - again I'm still much an 
amateur in writing reports of a high standard.  
In closing, I'd like to thank you all for Sponsoring me to this conference and look forward to the next 
EdTech in 2018. 
 
Theo Papageorgakis  
Student, LBSY (D&T) 
UniSA  


