
Jessica Fulton HASS 2018 Conference  
 

 

 
 

HASS SA Conference 2018 Report – Jessica Fulton 
 
On Saturday 24 February I had the privilege of participating in the HASS SA 2018 Conference at the 
University of South Australia. I was one of 15 early career / rural teachers sponsored to attend. As a 
mature aged graduate and current TRT, I was particularly thrilled to have the opportunity to attend this 
face-to-face professional development and networking opportunity. 
 
What I love about studying and teaching the humanities is the opportunities it provides to apply the 
range of human senses – seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and touching – to arouse curiosity, consider 
perspectives, and formulate an understanding of one’s own. The HASS 2018 conference was situated 
firmly in this sphere, focusing on humanities ‘in action’ and the experiential benefits of taking on the 
perspectives of others ‘for a fairer and healthier planet’. 
 
From the outset, the welcome to country and launch of the Songs for Aboriginal Studies and 
Reconciliation book and CD reminded participants of the importance of voice, as well as the importance 
of listening. The keynote address by Tamara Stewart-Jones, CEO introduced attendees to the work of 
Multicultural Youth SA (MYSA) Inc in Adelaide, and touched on the cultural and social forces that impact 
the lives of at risk migrants in Adelaide. To stimulate reflection on what we as teachers can do to make 
students from refugee backgrounds feel welcome and included at schools, Tamara played the inspiring 
and deeply moving video ‘Through Our Eyes’. The 25 minute clip, which is available on YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XVTHhdnvF74) details the migrant experiences of several young 
arrivals to South Australia as told by them, direct to camera. I have already had the opportunity to share 
this video with a SACE Stage 1 Society and Culture class focusing on migration; it did not go unnoticed 
that so many of the young people in the video are not much older than these students in the classroom. 
 
I have often marvelled at the willingness of members of the teaching profession to share their time and 
resources with their colleagues. My first conference workshop was no exception to this approach. Elise 
Walker and April Bickley from Wilderness School took their Workshop A participants through a series of 
engaging exercises that they use to help drive critical and creative thinking in their middle school 
geography classes. Working from the premise that everything can be linked to geography and the world 
around the students, and therefore to inquiry tasks or lessons, April and Elise demonstrated a variety of 
simple ways to inspire the deep thinking required to both solve the complex problems encountered in 
geography, and support 21st skills and dispositions. After the session I concluded that the use of 
photographs to pose the questions ‘what is the human/world/untold story’ or ‘what is the headline’, 
which we experimented with at the workshop, is the kind of exercise that would fit neatly into a TRT’s 
bag of tricks. It was noted that the New York Times runs a similar thinking prompt online on a weekly 
basis, revealing the story behind a selected photograph at the end of each week: 
(https://www.nytimes.com/column/learning-whats-going-on-in-this-picture).  
 
David Albano and Greig Thomson of Scotch College walked Workshop B participants through an 
abbreviated version of a Model United Nations, a project that fits neatly into curriculum areas such as 
Civics and Citizenships, History and Society and Culture. Adaptable to any number of contemporary 
global conflicts, the model exercise imported authentic document formats, language styles and 
processes to mimic as closely as possible (in a classroom setting) the dynamics of global decision making 
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at the UN. The complexity of the model can be increased in a variety of ways, including through the 
depth of backgrounding provided, the length of resolution under consideration, or even by expanding 
the activity to include overseas sister schools to inject authentic sovereign voices to the debates. The 
model concept can also be simplified by changing the forum or setting, or by including students across a 
variety of year levels for various roles. Helping students to develop understanding by taking on the role 
and political perspectives of another nation provides a taste of authenticity that helps expose and 
deconstruct what shapes global decision making, but also helps students to recognise why it is also so 
complex. 
 
In Workshop C, Elspeth Grant of Golden Grove High School switched our focus to the cross curriculum 
priority of sustainability, sharing with us her experiences with the Global Goals for Sustainable 
Development and World’s Largest Lesson. By critically comparing the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
with their predecessors the 8 Millennium Development Goals, Elspeth helps her students develop an 
understanding about where sustainability is situated in the global consciousness, but also how it (and 
our global ambitions) have evolved over the last 18 years. Unpacking the goals also gives students cause 
to reflect on how the world’s governing bodies prioritise global issues, and how this compares to 
student’s own perspectives on what is most important.   
 
On the Sunday of the conference weekend I chose to attend the Migration Museum workshop for 
teachers. Here, conference attendees experienced an abridged version of a real museum run excursion; 
on arrival the curators put us firmly in the shoes of real migrant arrivals to South Australia when we 
were handed a suitcase containing actual artefacts from their passage to Australia. Handling the objects, 
reading the contents of letters and documents and examining the creased, treasured photos was both a 
literal and figurative unpacking of history, tempting us to draw conclusions about the migrants and their 
journeys to Australia. The Migration Museum prides itself on a dedication to historical accuracy and 
offers a variety of guided programs for primary and secondary school groups. I cannot wait to take my 
history students there! 
 
Conferences are about getting to know other teachers, and other classroom methods, much like 
humanities and social sciences is about getting to know people and their environments. Be it through 
song and story, or walking a mile in another’s shoes, HASS opens student hearts and minds to what 
makes our planet tick. I am grateful to HASS SA for bringing together so many of the motivated HASS 
teachers of South Australia who help students to engage their senses and grow their understanding 
about our past, present and future, and look forward to implementing many new ideas in my classroom.  

 


