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HASS- SA Conference 2018 – Report 

HASS- SA Conference 2018 was an excellent learning platform for teachers as it offered myriad 

teaching resources and enlightened all the attendees with the scope of learning HASS provides 

both in the classrooms and in the wider community. 

The introduction of the conference provided with the insight of the whole day program as it 

started with a brilliant student Rebecca Allen receiving award for achieving top result in SACE 

aboriginal studies 2017. Thereafter Tamara Stewart Jones (CEO- Multicultural Youth of South 

Australia- MYSA Inc) talked about a range of programs run by MYSA to help refugees and 

migrant people. The video which she showed during her talk was an excellent teaching resource 

and can be truly inspiring for young migrants especially the young students. 

The following were the inferences from this talk- 

 As teachers we need to overcome the barriers to engage multicultural children and 

families in education. 

 Teachers need to think what is culturally appropriate and what’s not 

 We need to develop the best practices approach to engage multicultural families in 

education. 

Workshop 1- A4- Developing empathy and understanding for fairer understanding of 

Aboriginal people - presented by Christine Reid and Adele Pring 

The very first workshop kept all the participants engaged as we were doing a role play and it 

offered innumerable teaching resources. The passionate presenters made it lucid and kept 

reminding all of us that how could we adapt these activities and bring in other learning 

areas like art, maths and science.  There was an extended discussion on aboriginal 

perspectives and the useful links on the websites of National Art Gallery and Sa Art Gallery 

named WHO’S PERSPECTIVE. The presenters concluded the workshop with one of the most 

relevant fact which is of utmost importance for teachers as well as students to understand 

and ponder about: 

“We can’t change history but we need to know and understand it to 

make our present and future better by making informed decisions.” 
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Workshop2- B3- Voting in the classroom- presented by Megan McCorne (Senior Education 

Officer, Australian Electoral Commission) 

There was a bang start by this super enthusiastic presenter starting with the purpose of AEC 

which made all the attendees learn with zeal. This workshop was relevant not only for the 

teaching fraternity but also for each and every citizen or resident of Australia so as to better 

understand the basics of voting and learn how pivotal it is to make informed decisions. All 

the attendees were involved in making a decision about healthy food and everyone voted 

for their favourite fruits and was given ballet papers to do the same. The presenter had 

chosen a very clever way of introducing and explaining the terminology used in voting like- 

preferential voting, donkey vote, formal vote etc. The knowledge gained by attending this 

workshop can be used in the classroom for the following purposes- 

1. Encourage students for decision making 

2. Make them understand participation and representation 

3. Running a classroom election 

Workshop3- C2- Education Technology – presented by Jackie Chambers      (Vice President, 

Ed Tech SA) 

Jackie introduced all the attendees to a wide variety of apps used these days in the classrooms 

right from reception to middle years. This session equipped everyone with the basics of using 

filters in order to adapt the apps as per the requirement and topic. The entire terminology was 

new for all; the focus was on the amalgamation of many apps using APPSMASH.  It was a 

revelation that there are many apps specially designed for the dyslexic students with a special 

font for them. There was loads of information to imbibe in single session; hence all the 

attendees were happy to receive an e mail of the power point used in the workshop. All these 

technical aids can surely make learning very enjoyable experience for pre-primary, primary as 

well as middle year students. The best example for this was the app called CHATTERPIX KIDS, 

using which kids can draw a line on any image and record their own voice and the image can 

speak. Jackie drew a line on Egyptian pyramid, which started talking. Finally towards the end of 

the workshop there was a quick discussion on SAMR Ladder, which is a very effective tool for 

teachers to update practice and ensure that the kids are developing higher order thinking and 

deeper understanding. 

In conclusion, the HASS –SA 2018 conference was an excellent learning platform for everyone 

especially the early career teachers as it equipped the early career teachers with a number of 

teaching strategies and valuable resources.  
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Ways to share my learning from this seminar: 

  I am working as a Temporary Relief Teacher in Adelaide and get the opportunity to 

work in various schools in Adelaide. I have developed a lesson plan based on “Voting in 

the classroom”, which can be used from year 3 – year 7 with small adaptations as per 

year level. This will enable and encourage the students for decision making and make 

them learn the value of participation. 

 

 It’s rightly said “Charity begins at home”. Being a mother of 12 year old, the very first 

thing I did as I came back from the HAS Seminar was discussing APPSMASH and 

CHATTERPIX with my daughter. She already knew a few apps and was quite interested 

to know more about Chatterpix. 

 

 I have a small group of friends from my community meeting regularly in the public 

library. I am planning to go to the public library in the first week of April and ask my 

friends and their children to come with i-pads so that we can explore the apps further. 

 

I am very hopeful to utilise the knowledge and skills gained from this workshop in the 

best way as a teacher and as a responsible member of the community. 

 


