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HaSS Conference 2018 

Teachers Registration Board of SA Report 

 

Here I sit, a very grateful recipient of a sponsored spot at the HaSS 2018 conference (thank you, TRB!) 

who was inspired by everything I saw and heard and very willingly wish to share that with peers and 

colleagues. 

Once upon a time, many years ago, I worked for the South Australian Government. While there I applied 

for a spot on a future leaders training program. The process for being chosen included submitting a 

written piece outlining why I was suitable for the program. On finding out I had been rejected, I 

requested feedback. The response was that the year previously, applicants had been creative with their 

written work, making mock newspaper articles or fun art works. None of the applicants in the year I had 

applied had done anything of the sort, opting for more serious, formal applications. (Well, we were all 

grown ups now. Very Serious Adults with Real Grown Up Jobs.) 

This is a good lesson for teachers on the importance of learning intentions and success criteria if ever I 

heard it! But here I am, this time, choosing to have some fun writing this report and hopefully producing 

some interest on the reading end as well.  

The First Session 

The day began with easy parking (yay) and very welcoming HaSS workers, challenging me to find my 

name alphabetically early on a Saturday morning both by last name to sign the register, and by first for 

my name tag.  

After making a much-required cup of hot tea, I sat myself in the lecture theatre. My brain properly woke 

up when listening to Mark as he shared his passion for Songs for Aboriginal Studies and Reconciliation by 

Buck McKenzie.  

Next up was key-note speaker (a last-minute shake-up after the cancellation of Angela Powell) Tamara 

Stewart-Jones, a lady with out-of-this-world hair as thick as a Disney Princess, but with way more funk, 

from Multicultural Youth South Australia, or MYSA. http://www.mysa.com.au/  

Tamara shared the purpose of MYSA, which helps 4,000 young people per year and opened the first 

youth domestic violence service in Australia. MYSA have an ‘at risk’ focus and work alongside young 

people rather than having a top down approach. Tamara offered many ways in which educators can 

assist migrant and refugee young people, including: 

http://www.mysa.com.au/
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 avoiding using children to translate for parents 

 having an holistic approach rather than just educational 

 engaging with community leaders 

 engaging with families in their homes to better understand their situation 

 holding information sessions for multicultural parents 

 providing opportunities for young people to celebrate their cultures 

 providing cultural training for staff 

 including parents from other cultures in planning committees 

 using the ‘Count Me In’ resource 

http://dlb.sa.edu.au/mentmoodle/pluginfile.php/166/course/section/45/Count_me_in.pdf 

 

The Second Session 

After morning tea, (thank you, HaSS! Yummy cakes and fruit) I attended Sources Analysis: To think or not 

to think? with Janet Farrall. At first, I had some trouble following Janet, who has had many years of 

experience both teaching and working closely with the curriculum. Her language was like that from 

another plane of existence and I was quickly orbiting away.  

But quite soon, Janet showed us some interesting photos and explained how she would get students to 

study them. Janet likes the ‘porcupine method’ of drawing pointy lines out from interesting things in 

pictures and labelling them. This gives the viewer longer evaluating the picture and helps them to 

properly look from ‘left to right, bottom to top, who’s doing what?, look at the lot.’  

Janet recommends signing up to the UK site, once upon a picture https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/ 

for interesting pictures for students.  

Janet, the history buff whose deep knowledge made me realise how much I might need to purchase an 

Idiot’s Guide to History of All Things Ever (I wish that existed) also recommends teaching students the 

4Ws: 

 Who created the source? 

When was it created? 

Why was it created? 

What type of source is it? 

To take students’ thinking further, Janet suggests asking questions like: 

 Who is the intended audience? 

What can we learn from it? 

Is the source private or public? 

Is something missing from the source? 

 

  

http://dlb.sa.edu.au/mentmoodle/pluginfile.php/166/course/section/45/Count_me_in.pdf
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/
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The Third Session 

But before I really get to the third session, can I just pause and properly appreciate the delight that was 

lunch. HaSS provided scrummy vegetarian food for all conference goers and it was SO GOOD. It was also 

packaged in environmentally friendly stuff. In fact, the conference aimed for a waste free status, 

requesting that participants bring along their own mugs for coffee and tea.  

We were asked to place any rubbish, green waste or recycling into specially marked conference bins and 

make sure to avoid using the Uni SA bins. I was very impressed, though I have to admit, when I looked 

for the right bins I was a bit stumped. So… I put my rubbish in my car. Sorry HaSS organisers. Phobia of 

getting the wrong bin? Probably. To make up for it, I do promise that I disposed of everything in the 

correct bins at home. 

Right. The third session.  

I chose to attend Making Ethical Understandings Fun and Meaningful with Kyla Casey and Lorelai 

Slegloff. The room was set up with participants seated in a circle. We were divided into four groups of 5 

or 6 people and asked to come up with two examples of relationships between politicians and decide 

where we thought they fit on a continuum of appropriateness.  

As a group, we had to reach consensus on how appropriate or inappropriate our choices were. When 

everyone was ready, we had to put the examples on the board along the continuum, but each example 

had to have their own space. We were required to decide (unanimously) which relationships were more 

or less appropriate. Relationships included examples such as Trump and Turnbull, Turnbull and Joyce, 

Rudd and Gillard etc.  

Due to shortage of time, the group placed sexism as more inappropriate than possible nuclear war, but 

let’s face it, both belong WAY down the end of inappropriateness. 

Next, the groups were given two photographs and asked to agree on whether these photographs 

depicted something good or bad. My group had photos of eucalyptus logging and coal mining. Once we 

had discussed each photo and decided where it belonged, we had to place these on the floor next to 

either the ‘good’ or ‘bad’ signs and give a reason as to why we chose its designated place.  

The first activity was for the more advanced students, and the second activity was aimed at younger 

students.  

Kyla and Lorelai are from the South Australian Philosophy in Education Association. 

http://sapea.weebly.com/  

 

  

http://sapea.weebly.com/
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The Final Countdown 

In the final session of the day, I attended The World’s Largest Lesson with Elspeth Grant. Can I just say 

that I want to teach this really really badly to all students ever? Look it up. Seriously.  

http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxN9E5f7pc 

I don’t know where to begin with this one, as I was so engrossed that I took almost no notes. 

The World’s Largest Lesson focuses on the 17 global goals for 2030 to which all (hang on, just had to 

Google ‘how many countries are there in the world?’) 193 countries are signatories.  

A few ideas given by Elspeth to introduce students to The World’s Largest Lesson include asking them to:  

 guess what each symbol represents for the goals 

 choose the most important goal – for them, their community, their country, another country 

 choose which goal is least important 

 create something which can be shared on a social media platform to encourage others to take 

action on one of the goals 

Elspeth also recommended that all teachers visit the Youth for Human Rights website as they send out 

free posters to educators. http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/  

She highly recommends inviting UN Youth SA out to schools to run sessions for students. 

https://unyouth.org.au/author/sa/  

 

More thoughts 

My two regrets for the conference were that: 

1) I couldn’t attend all the workshops. It was very hard to choose which to attend, and I am 

interested in so many more of them and what they offered, and 

2) Attending the conference didn’t offer any leads on a job! I went armed with my business cards 

and CV. As a teacher who has recently moved from the Northern Territory, I am finding ‘big city 

life’ pretty competitive in terms of job opportunities. 

Can I also say to the TRB that the certificates of attendance look less than legitimate. Just a small piece 

of printed paper in which we had to sign our own names. I promise they are the real thing and we are 

not inventing this day of PD! 

 

  

http://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBxN9E5f7pc
http://www.youthforhumanrights.org/
https://unyouth.org.au/author/sa/


Laura Hall HASS 2018 Conference  
 

Day 2 – Maritime Museum Leviathan! Excursion 

As part of the conference we were able to choose an optional excursion for Sunday morning, and family 

members were welcome as well. I chose a visit to the Maritime Museum to see the Leviathan! 

exhibition. And I brought along my husband, my inquisitive 7.5-year-old and my outgoing almost 4-year-

old. 

To begin the excursion, the group were split into four and given one object each to look at and take a 

guess at what they were. My group were given a small nugget of what looked like rock or wood. After 

careful, close examination, my husband took a guess that we had, in fact, been given whale poop. To 

hold. In our bare hands. And low and behold, he was right! And would you know it, it was worth loads of 

money, too! Unfortunately, we had to give back the poo.  

Oh, the delight of saying ‘poo’ loudly in a room of strangers. My almost-4-year-old, of course. Not me, 

the Serious Grown Up. 

We were taken into the museum, which runs over three storeys, and asked to look at the Leviathan! 

exhibition through a particular lens, or question. My assigned question was ‘What changes have 

occurred in Australian society?’ in regard to whales.  

Having a particular focus was very useful in ensuring that we (or students that could be taken to the 

exhibition) really took in what we were looking at. It also helped to narrow our focus, as the sheer 

amount of information there could otherwise be overwhelming. 

We were then given iPads (to the delight of my 7.5-year-old) and asked to visit particular sections of the 

exhibition and demonstrate our understanding of what we were seeing (plus our navigational expertise) 

by responding to questions.  

This included recording 20 second responses to queries, agreeing or disagreeing with statements or 

circling the right answer to a question. It was interactive and interesting. When a teacher takes a class 

along to do this activity, all the responses are emailed back to the teacher via a link so that learning and 

responses can be checked and discussed back in the classroom. 

A lot of work has been put into the exhibition and the teaching resources for the museum and I would 

highly recommend a visit from Year 5 and up (the whaling pictures were a bit intense for younger 

children, but the boat was fun, so maybe visit yourself and decide.) 

http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/ 

http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/resources/programs-for-schools/  

http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/resource/digital-ipad-inquiry-trails/  

 

  

http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/
http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/resources/programs-for-schools/
http://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/resource/digital-ipad-inquiry-trails/
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In Conclusion 

I would like to thank the Teachers Registration Board of South Australia very much for the opportunity 

to attend the HaSS conference. It has left me with a head full of ideas and inspiration. I would also like to 

thank the HaSS conference organisers for their effort and their welcoming attitude. Plus their sense of 

fun with their “HaSSle Me” t-shirts. 

 


