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HaSS SA Conference 2018 

Report for Mairead Hayes  

This report has been set out with an overview answering the key questions, followed by each session 

attended with notes, thoughts and actions.  

Overview: 

This was the first HaSS professional learning opportunity I have undertaken outside of my site, Whyalla 

High School. It was a great opportunity to meet with others who are passionate about their field of 

teaching. While the sessions themselves were useful, the discussions I had during breaks were 

particularly fruitful. Listening to other teachers discuss their contexts and activities they implement 

enabled me to reflect on my own practice and see areas I could further develop. By chance I had 

discussions with professionals from Port Augusta, Port Lincoln as well as metropolitan areas. One 

discussion included the Corwin Impact Journey our sites are completing. We were able to converse over 

how to use Corwin reflective practices in History to allow students to enhance their skills. These ideas 

were developed by the sessions I attended.  

 The conference highlight that I took away was how to better implement the general capabilities, 

notably critical and creative thinking and ethical understandings. This session was engaging and a 

practical example of how these concepts can be applied in the classroom. The learning plans we develop 

at Whyalla High School explicitly state which general capabilities we are meeting in each learning 

activity. This session better equipped me in understanding how to address content with novel activities. 

One of the activities included placing ethical concepts on a continuum and working in groups to decide if 

a political relationship was good or bad. This was a highlight because the discussions I had with peers 

and the quality teachers I was able to observe, are all achievable in my classroom. While completing the 

activity I was already thinking of how I could apply the techniques in my World War Two Unit in Term 2! 

Even now, reflecting on the activity I can hear the thought provoking discussions. The potential of the 

activity really excites me, and the teaching techniques are now goals!    

 To implement my learning from the conference I have a few aims. At the next HaSS faculty 

meeting I hope to set an agenda item where I will discuss the Reflective Learning Intention/Success 

Criteria (Corwin) idea and also have the teachers partake in the ethical thinking activity. By doing this I 
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believe it will prompt our team to consider student led discussions and how we can support them in our 

classes. For Year 9 Teachers I will also share my knowledge of the ANZAC Spirit Prize, and what the 

judges are looking for in entries. In addition, I will also share a possible resource we could buy as a 

faculty that has source analysis pictures and excerpts that are of great quality.  

I will also implement my learning through my own teaching. Sitting and listening to presenters for long 

periods made me consider my style of teaching for sections of my Learning Activities. The way the 

Making Ethical Understanding Meaningful and Fun session was constructed, much content was 

conveyed through our own discussions. Now, we are qualified professionals, but the activity could be 

used to engage students to start a unit or lesson, and then they would be better hooked for some of the 

more advanced content.   

Session Details  

Book Launch: 

 ‘We can’t change the past, but we have a responsibility to change the future by learning about it’ 

As a teacher of HaSS, I often hear students protest and ask why they need to learn about the past. This 

quote prompts the reader to consider how, as historians, we must understand where cultures and past 

actions or motivations have come from. Without this context, we cannot be informed citizens in our 

global communities and atrocities of the past could be repeated.  

Action: Use this quote for a display for WWII, pose the question to students and have them brainstorm 

its possible truth.  

Keynote Speaker: Tamara Stewart-Jones  

Session: Working with Multicultural People: Through Our Eyes 

 In multicultural homes it is important to remember that the English speaking skills of parents are 

often lower than their children. However, a common difficulty is trying to translate. We often 

depend on the children to translate and this is not always effective as children can lie and not 

translate the real message. Services are available through MYAN.  

In the context of Whyalla High School this does not apply completely. Our site primarily has English 

speaking background students. It is however, a reminder that communication through students can be 
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difficult. While we all have the students best interests at heart, students sometimes want to easy option 

and will not relay messages home.  

Action: Ensure that as many parents as possible are on class email lists, continue to make positive phone 

calls home for communication.  

Session 1: Beyond Mel Gibson and Gallipoli  

 How can you vote if you have no idea of the past? 

 The past is a foreign country  

 World War I is full of unique people, who all have a story. Examples to look up include Miller 

Mack and Olivia Haynes.  

 Website: WWI Soldier’s Tale, using social media to tell stories as if it was today. Developing the 

empathy perspectives, can also look at memorial sites on RSL website.  

 Handout: Source Analysis examples with pictures. Links to yellow handout to buy resource.  

 Pop Culture Link: Look at Eddie Gilbert and the development and culture of sport.  

 Extension Students: ANZAC Prize, read Valour and Violets  

This session focused on the ANZAC Spirit Prize and how to assist students in researching and achieving 

success. I had thought the session would be more about how to develop units from a film focus on wars 

to other tasks. Currently I teach Year 10 students and so the focus was not quite what I needed. There 

were some good quotes and the instructor demonstrated a passion for the area which was engaging to 

watch. The research elements, including sites and resources, will be of use for my students when they 

complete World War Two.  I shall adapt my planning to reflect the vast amount of online resources 

available, focusing on digital literacy as they learn about their family members or local individuals that 

went to war.  

Action: Inform planning for World War Two to include more personal histories of individuals.  Create a 

differentiated task to allow students to have enough information to try and research their relatives or 

people of Whyalla. Report back to HASS Curriculum Area, specifically for Year 9s, to ensure if teachers 

would like to run the ANZAC Prize they feel confident – also to pass on source analysis examples.  

Session 2: Making Ethical Understanding fun and meaningful  

 Why do we treat each other the way we do? 

 What does it mean to be human? 
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 PowerPoint Presentation: Develop inquiry questions  

Stage 1 or 2 Continuum Activity: Ensure you create group norms, group offers respect etc 

 Nuances help critical thinking  

 Has to be about the conversation, no dictionaries, no teacher down method – this forces kids to 

negotiate  

 Link: Persuasive arguments, debates  

Year 9 Activity Binary Activity  

 Could be used at the start of an activity – their skills would not be as developed for the 

continuum discussions. This activity could start a unit and then end with the continuum option.  

 Each group was given two images of landscapes or landforms, needed to be placed in good – 

bad – unsure categories.  

 Visit SAPEA (sapea.weebly.com) to locate PowerPoint and more information.  

 

This was an incredibly useful session. The activity was hands on and we were actively involved, therefore 

understanding the activity we would ask of our students on a deeper level. I thought the activities could 

be easily adapted for English and HaSS, as well as Care Group, to allow students to consider their value 

systems. The discussions I had in my group were very thought provoking and allowed a greater level of 

knowledge and engagement, compared to a question and answer setting.  

Action: When I report back to the HaSS faculty I will use the binary activity to demonstrate to my 

colleagues the potential of the activity. I will also add this style of activity into my units to develop the 

ethical understandings and critical and creative thinking of students.  

Session 3: Hungry and Naked  

 If you eat, you are involved in agriculture  

 ‘Fights over food and water are going to be the most significant direct impacts of climate change 

in the next five to ten years.’ 

 Prime Zone – primezone.edu.au have units and resources for HaSS and links to other curriculum 

areas.  

 Use Food, Fibre and the Future Survey to test knowledge of students, located on the ABS (heads, 

tails, knees) 
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 Virtual Reality experiences – with IPADs, examples on site  

 Piefa.edu.au  

 

This session involved some practical activities to get student engaged, particularly relating to how 

agricultural understandings impact our lives. The prompting questions for the activity made you think 

and consider your own knowledge, which was a useful pre-assessment. It involved true or false 

questions from the Australian Bureau of Statistics and using heads or tails to respond. The session also 

explained a website/company that provides full Units for studies in geography.  

Action: Sharing resource with teachers at my site could be particularly useful for the Horticulture 

Teacher that will begin in Term 2. This site will also be useful to gain activities for students to complete 

in my geography units. Geography is not my strength and so examples from trained professionals that I 

can adapt for my site will be incredibly useful.  

 


