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This report will address my issues of interest regarding teaching writing and reading to kindergarten 

children and why I wanted to attend the conference. I will write about the highlights from the 

conference seen through the eyes of a kindergarten teacher. I will detail the ways that I have and will 

continue to make a contribution to my site with the knowledge gained from this conference and how I 

will share my learning with others including colleagues and families at my centre.  

I requested to attend the conference “Teaching children to read like writers and write like readers” for a 

variety of reasons. In 2017 I attended Lisa Burman’s training on Bookmaking and Matt Glover was often 

mentioned. When I went to my kindergarten with my new knowledge of the book making processes and 

reasoning behind bookmaking I was enthused and wanted to begin using this with the children straight 

away. I shared my training with the staff team and two other staff also shared their learning from the 

Matt Glover conference that they had recently attended. I observed how the other staff members used 

the training that they received from Matt Glover during kindergarten sessions and my interest in Matt 

Glover’s ideas continued to grow. The other staff members were focused on reading where my training 

had focused on writing. The current Matt Glover conference has put the two together. 

At the beginning of the kindy year we ask families to share information about their child including what 

they would like their child to learn at kindy. Often knowing letters and beginning to read are featured in 

the parent’s responses. We held a literacy information evening in term 2 and had parent teacher 

interviews as well. Not all parents had attended our information evening and I found that some parents 

were still asking for their child’s learning focus to be about letters, one even asked for homework so 

their child could learn letters at home. I began to wonder if there was another way to explain how 

children learn literacy, that it is not just about the alphabet. 

My interest was to hear more from Matt Glover, a person who I had heard about and felt that others 

had been enthused about by attending his conferences and learning from his ideas. I wanted a way of 

explaining to parents that literacy was more than writing and saying letters of the alphabet. The staff at 

my kindy were enthusiastic about children learning to be readers from their training and I wanted to 

combine my knowledge of bookmaking with this and to make the connections clear between the two 

areas. The conference “Teaching children to read like writers and write like readers” sounded perfect. 
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I am a kindergarten teacher and as such am focused on children aged 3-5 years. Matt Glover spoke 

about children from babies through primary school. It is always interesting to hear and learn about the 

years prior and after my focus years. To know where the children have come from and where they are 

heading to. Matt spoke about a child’s identity of self as a reader and to do this they need to be reading. 

He stated that this is the primary goal for 3-4 year old children. I often refer to reading as what Matt 

spoke about as decoding. I need to be clear in the difference between decoding and reading when 

speaking with parents. For too long reading as been referred to as the process of decoding. Learning 

about decoding is also important but is not a pre-requisite to reading but can occur alongside.  

Our knowledge of brain development is always increasing and Matt Glover spoke about the fact that 

different neural pathways are developed when reading familiar and non-familiar texts. It is important for 

children to have both experiences. It is also important to recognise that different skills are begin learnt 

when reading information texts and fiction. When we are choosing books for children to read we need 

to ensure that there is a mix of familiar and unfamiliar texts and also fiction and information texts. 

Matt Glover explained the process of encouraging children to write like readers. I felt that this built on 

from my previous training when I attended the Lisa Burman Bookmaking workshops. It is always good to 

be reminded of how and why we teach the way the we do. The knowledge I have gained from attending 

the Matt Glover conference will help me to remember and will also build on my prior knowledge of 

bookmaking. I have been able to return to my kindergarten and talk with the staff who attended Matt 

Glover’s training last year. They focused on reading but I was able to share more information on how 

Matt Glover links reading with writing. The two are not separate but intertwined.  

We have discussed how we can share this information with our parent community and have already 

included a small amount in our weekly parent news. When asking for the families to send their recipes 

for our kindergarten recipe book we took the opportunity to share some of the information from Matt 

Glover’s conference. Matt Glover spoke about using a ‘nudge’ when teaching children. This idea is to 

take a strength that you know about the child and move a little bit forward, ‘nudge’ their learning. This 

can also be applied to ourselves and the families of our children. Sometimes families are overwhelmed 

with information on best parenting and teaching for their children. If we can use our weekly news to 

incorporate some if the great ideas from Matt Glover’s conference we can ‘nudge’ the learning of our 

families too. 

Our learning stories are also a way that we share information with parents and families. We share the 

learning stories with the children and encourage our parents to share the learning stories with their 

children. We can include information from Matt Glover’s conference on how children are reading at 

kindergarten and how they are writing as well. Using photos and information about their own children 

makes it relevant when we share new knowledge with families.   
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There were many people attending the conference and it was great to see many kindergarten teachers, 

directors and ECW’s there. The kindergarten age group of educators was well represented. I was able to 

talk with educators about issues that are relevant to the age group of children that I teach. One 

colleague that I spoke with is also in my kindergarten partnership. We spoke together about ways that 

we can use the information gained in the conference to share with our partnership meetings. 

I feel that I have new knowledge that is very useful in helping children to read like writers and to write 

like readers after attending the Matt Glover conference. I would like to thank ECHO for the sponsorship 

that allowed me to attend the Matt Glover conference, Teaching children to read like writers and write 

like readers. I gained informative learning and am looking forward to putting my new knowledge to 

great use at my kindergarten. 

 


