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David Byrne 

Upon receiving notification of my successful application to the Teachers Registration Board, I 

then engaged in the delightful process of selecting workshops for the conference. It was a bit 

like picking your favourite child, how could you be wrong and how do you choose. From the 

myriad of topics I could do approximately 9.2% which still gave me plenty of scope to gain 

professional development in various areas, such as middle years Mathematics, SACE and ways 

or methods to teach. Trying to select to gain the biggest impact meant missing n!/e (intriguing 

isn’t it)but choosing a topic that may be more relevant for the schools that I could end up at. 

Professional development is often hard to source when you are not in a school, so this was very 

welcome. 

The conference started with a plenary looking at mega data and its implications to our future 

teaching practices. The first workshop that I chose was to look at a way of using a non-calculus 

determination of an area bounded by a curve. This short description intrigued me as I am often 

looking for alternative ways to obtain and compare solutions. A bonus for me in increasing my 

repertoire was the that the workshop was using graphics calculators, an area that I’m not 

strong in exploiting as effectively as I could. Some homework for me in a couple of weeks to see 

if I can reproduce the procedure to build confidence to use it in a class. 

The second workshop that I selected was to look at the question all Mathematics teachers hear 

constantly; Why do we have to do this, what will I need it for? Interesting discussion was 

generated which reinforced my thoughts on this beguiling question as well as providing some 

extra tips. I think I will try to marry it up with some of my introductory pieces for topics and try 

to pre-empt the question. 

The third workshop for the day led me another question of my teaching philosophy; To answer 

or not to answer, that it the question. Interesting discussion and some puzzling problems 

reinforced my convictions to continue with my current thinking. It did not however, give the 

solution as to when to give an answer for the struggling student to improve confidence as each 

situation needs to be looked at in context. Still any session that makes me think about my 

teaching practice is worthwhile. 

The day was completed by a talk from Professor Martin Westwell looking at the changing 

demands on mathematics education. The most memorable piece was a graph with the Moore’s 
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equation and how the comparisons made within it has implications to how we teach into the 

future. 

The second day started with a talk presented by Dr Ian Thomson looking at how we can 

meaningfully use technology in mathematics education. His use of digital ink has given me 

another area in which to expand my skills. I have dabbled into some of the processes but need 

to improve my skills especially with ipads as many schools now employ this platform. He also 

talked on some ways of coding and incorporating it within the mathematics course. Scratch is 

an area that I need to give more time to and move my skills with this tool to more than the 

basics that I encountered last year, where I was teaching myself before presenting to students. 

The first workshop of the day took me to look at learning activities for the development of 

algebraic, geometric and statistical reasoning. I gained some resources but not any insightful 

pieces. Rereading my notes and filing resources may give me a better outlook on what was 

presented. 

The second workshop for the day was looking at mathematical language, something that I have 

incorporated a lot in recent topics with students. The interaction with colleagues was most 

insightful and looking at the timeline of when terms are introduced through the primary years 

was an area that would be worthwhile following up on with some primary teachers to enhance 

my knowledge of the curriculum for the early years. This may be even more poignant with the 

coming introduction of year seven inti high schools.  

The last workshop for the day looked at making mathematics more playful. Once again the 

discussion enlightening and playing to one of my strengths of puzzles. But how to engage 

students? We explored briefly ways to try to get students more playful or inquisitive text book 

questions, an area worthy of further investigation on my part. Can I find ways that will cover 

both the fluency angle and the exploration side as well? Time will tell. 

The other part of the value in attending this conference was the ability to converse with many 

other enthusiastic mathematics teachers. Morning tea if effect became another session and at 

lunchtime the table puzzles delightful challenges and a spark for interaction with others. It also 

allowed me to network and make contacts, hopefully leading to more secure employment. I 

also gained many extremely useful electronic resources from the sponsors should I get 

employment in a school without the license to the games based Mangahigh. One platform I 

have used before in engaging the more reluctant students. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Teachers Registration Board for the opportunity to have 

this wonderful professional development. I feel I have benefited greatly in thinking of ways to 

improve my teaching practice and to reinforce some of my thinking in the methodology that I 

employ. 


