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The opportunity to attend the recent EdTechSA conference entitled ‘Thinking Technologically’ 

was an extremely beneficial experience. As a Temporary Relief Teacher, I am aware of the need 

to maintain my professional learning so that I am able to understand new developments within 

the schools where I teach. This is particularly important in the case of digital technologies as 

change occurs rapidly. I particularly connected with several of the sessions across the duration 

of the conference. Jocelyne Brewer’s work regarding ‘Digital Nutrition’, Anna Kinnane’s sessions 

on digital portfolios and Digital Technologies in the Curriculum with Paula Christophersen and 

Ilana Shelton’s demonstration of the Prowise Presenter software were some of the sessions 

that I found particularly helpful and will apply in my future experiences. 

 

Jocelyne Brewer’s session entitled ‘Unsubscribe, Unfollow and Unplug: Taking Back Control of 

Our Technological Habits’ was an engaging and extremely relevant introduction to current 

trends in digital habits. In this session Jocelyne discussed the challenges that we face in using 

technology in a healthy way in our work and personal lives. Her discussions were insightful and 

balanced, considering the way that technology has become ingrained in almost all parts of life 

today, and looking at ways we can manage our use so that it is helpful rather than detrimental 

to our wellbeing. She challenged us to consider the concept of ‘Digital Nutrition’ and what a 

nutrition label of an app or game might be if the designers were required to inform consumers 

of their product information as producers of food must do. Within this conversation she also 

emphasised the point that one of main challenges we face is being able to sort the many 

wonderful uses for technology from those that can be detrimental if used in excess. In our role 

as teachers it is crucial that we are aware of this in our own lives so that we can apply it with 

our students.  
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This key concept of Jocelyn’s work has resonated with me and I believe it will have a lasting 

impact on my teaching philosophy. At the start of this year I commenced my Master of 

Education (Wellbeing and Positive Mental Health) and I found that Jocelyn’s session has 

inspired me to further explore the area of digital technology and wellbeing. This is a new area 

within education that is developing rapidly, and is extremely relevant to the current and future 

students I work with. I look forward to being able to apply the ideas, and investigate further, 

the concepts that Jocelyn presented.  

 

Anna Kinnane’s session on ‘Digital Portfolios,’ was extremely useful on a personal level. As a 

young teacher who is in the process of gathering evidence to apply for full registration it was 

wonderful to have Anna explain how this could be done effectively using iTunes U. Her session 

was full of advice as to how to create a portfolio, examples of evidence and the benefits of 

using a digital portfolio over a hardcopy portfolio. This was useful for me as I have been unsure 

as to how I should proceed with this process, particularly as I have worked across numerous 

sights since graduating. Having the opportunity to discuss this in person with Anna has been an 

encouraging experience, giving me greater confidence in a task that previously felt quite 

daunting. Anna’s wealth of experience and generosity of resources will make this process much 

simpler.  

 

Anna Kinnane’s joint session with Paula Christophersen about the Digital Technologies 

Curriculum was filled with insight from their role as writers of this curriculum. The key concept I 

took from this session was the need to carefully examine the use of digital technology in my 

classrooms to be clear on what was covering the Digital Technologies Curriculum and what was 

covering the ICT General Capability. All participants in this session seemed to find this a useful 

exercise and personally it has caused me to reflect on past teaching experiences and see that at 

times I have had cross over in these areas. Moving forward, I will certainly take this 

understanding with me when planning learning sequences for my future classes.  
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The opportunity to learn about the Prowise Presenter software with Ilanna Shelton was very 

helpful as one of the schools I work with has Prowise boards in all classrooms. The opportunity 

of professional learning in the software designed for these boards has given me a greater 

understanding of how to use this resource more effectively. As a Temporary Relief Teacher I 

found it particularly interesting that the software is internet based and can also be run on other 

devices. In my current role this appeals to me as I am able to create resources on my personal 

device and then access them from any online screen. This give me many more options when 

teaching lessons and also allows me to keep evidence of my teaching which could be included 

in my portfolio towards my full registration.  

 

Overall I found the conference very useful, informative and inspiring. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to engage with other teachers and industry experts to discuss the ever-increasing 

role that technology plays in our professional and personal lives. It was through the TRB 

promoting its sponsored places that I heard of EDTech SA for the first time and was able to 

participate in this wonderful experience. I was particularly impressed with the range of topics 

that presenters covered and the amount that I learnt over the two days. I look forward to the 

opportunity to attend their conferences in future years.  

 
 


