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I began my teaching career in South Australia as a workshop-focused Design and Technologies 
teacher and now I am shifting the emphasis of my work towards Digital Technologies and 
STEM. The EdTechSA State Conference seemed an excellent opportunity to draw on the 
experience of the Digital Technologies teaching community and form a basis for developing 
curriculum, materials and strategies which I can apply in my own practice. 
 
Session selection 
With the aim of gaining as much as possible from my participation in the Conference, I read the 
program session descriptions carefully. All the sessions seemed very interesting but finally I 
chose sessions dealing with: (i) areas where I had experienced challenges (promoting and 
maintaining student engagement); curriculum development; areas outside my experience to 
date (Unity software and robotics); and online safety. I also chose to participate in the ACA 
Workshop on Digital Technologies at the same venue on the day before the conference. 
 
Participation 
For me, the keynote presentations provided insights into the positions of Digital Technologies 
education and our use of digital devices in the social context. Although not everyone will 
become programmers, the technological thinking that is central to the process of creating digital 
solutions consists of mindsets that are transferable and applicable in many or even all aspects 
of life. Meanwhile, our everyday use of digital devices reveals much about ourselves as social 
beings. We must learn to get the best out of our use of digital devices while avoiding the traps of 
falling into habits of using them unproductively or worse. 
 
Generally, the sessions which I had chosen met my expectations and justified my selections. 
Perhaps the most beneficial for me was the session about the Digital Technologies curriculum 
presented by two of the curriculum writers, Anna Kinnane and Paula Christophersen, who 
provided insight into the thinking behind the curriculum and the underpinning key concepts.  
 
I am grateful to Tom Ranieri for sharing his experience and observations of teaching and 
learning based on major projects, together with suggestions for strategies to minimise the 
disadvantages of such an approach and to make the most of its advantages. In addition to 
reiterating the need to maintain online safety, Vicki Newton’s session provided a clear overview 
of the resources available on the Digital Technologies Hub and the website of the eSafety 
Commissioner. I was particularly interested to hear about the resources aimed at raising 
parents’ and carers’ awareness of online safety issues. I tend to agree with Vicki’s suggestion 
that parents and carers will tend to take such matters more seriously if they are informed 
through the website of a government agency than if they hear about it from a teacher, especially 
from a relatively inexperienced newcomer such as myself. 
 


