
 

Samuel Cooper – Geography Teachers Association Conference 

 

GTASA 2019 Annual Conference Report 
by Samuel Cooper 

 
The GTASA 2019 Annual Conference ‘Geography – Shaping Australia’s Future’ was an informative 
and beneficial professional learning opportunity, especially for an early career teacher. Held over 
two days, it involved a range of different seminars and workshops that aimed to provide resources 
and strategies to more effectively teach Geography in the classroom.  
 
The conference aimed to address several AITSL Standards over the two days, they were as follows:  
 
2.1 Content and teaching strategies of the teaching area  
2.6 Information and Communication Technology (ICT)  
3.3 Use teaching strategies 3.4 Select and use resources  
6.2 Engage in professional learning and improve practice  
7.4 Engage with professional teaching networks and broader communities  
 
The conference opened with a Keynote Address from Mark Howden from the Climate Institute at 

Australian National University. Mark’s presentation highlighted interesting facts about climate in 

Australia and around the world, providing the audience with information that would improve their 

professional knowledge and understanding of the subject area. 

A variety of workshops followed the keynote address. The first workshop I attended was titled 

‘Delivering deep learning through interdisciplinary units’. The workshop highlighted how Geography 

especially could provide deep learning within an interdisciplinary unit as it has the ability to work 

well with several other subjects. The workshop reflected on several examples of interdisciplinary 

units that involved both Geography and Science, highlighting both positive aspects of the units and 

suggesting ways they could be improved.  

Another benefit of the workshop was it provided the group with an opportunity to brainstorm ideas 

of what subjects could work with Geography in an interdisciplinary unit. The workshop presenters 

also clarified and defined differences between inter-disciplinary, multi-disciplinary and trans-

disciplinary units.  

It was highlighted that for an inter-disciplinary unit to be effective it needed a foundational enquiry 

question to lead the investigation, otherwise it became more of a multi-disciplinary unit rather than 

a unit that provided students with an opportunity to see the benefits of each subject area and apply 

the skills learned from each subject to investigate their enquiry question. This became apparent as 

we brainstormed ideas to construct a unit plan.  
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Overall, this workshop was not only beneficial for the teaching of Geography, but also in the 

teaching of other subject areas, as it highlighted the importance of defining each subject as well as 

the importance of providing opportunities for students to apply their knowledge and skills from 

these separate subject areas to a real-world example. 

The second workshop attended was titled ‘Essential Skills for Middle School’. This workshop aimed 

to provide teachers with an opportunity to explore formative and summative tasks that develop 

essential skills for middle school students in Geography. The tasks presented included mapping land 

use change in local areas, which can be applied to the Year 8 unit of ‘Changing Nations’, as well as 

other activities which aimed to explore different ways to present ideas and skills in Geography. 

Another example was using playdough to assist in understanding and visualizing contour lines and 

intervals.  

This workshop was particularly useful for teachers as it provided several different approaches for 

how to build essential skills and by providing practical ‘hands on’ activities that can be taken back 

from the day and used in the classroom. The third workshop attended was titled ‘Mapping 

Geography Skills from 7-12’ and it aimed to provide teachers with a greater understanding of what 

the progression of Geography skills might look like from years 7 to 12 within a Geography program.  

While the workshop provided an opportunity for teachers to discuss learning outcomes within a 

Geography program, it also included sharing several useful resources that can be implemented in 

the classroom to assist with developing Geography skills. A point of discussion from the workshop 

was workshopping how to facilitate a good understanding of data in Geography and applying this 

knowledge in enquiry-based learning. This is important, especially in middle school years, as it sets a 

foundation for understanding data in future Geography units later in school.  

The second day of the conference was a whole day masterclass which provided the participants 

with the opportunity to explore a multitude of resources and tools that could be implemented in 

the teaching of several units across different year levels in Geography. This included explaining the 

use and application of web-based tools for classroom activities, as well as exploring spatial 

technologies which could be used for fieldwork.  

The masterclass primarily aimed to support those who were starting out in the Geography field and 

it introduced a large list of resources. It also aimed to improve and explore assessment possibilities. 

I found this to be particularly useful as I was able to implement some of the resources and skills 

learned from the masterclass, applying the use of Google Maps in one such assessment for a Year 9 

unit ‘Geography of Interconnections’. From the workshops and masterclass, I acquired a greater 

understanding of approaches to teaching Geography and some helpful resources which I aim to  
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implement in the Geography classroom and to share with my colleagues at an upcoming faculty 

meeting.  

Overall, as an early career teacher, the GTASA Conference 2019 was an educational and worthwhile 

experience. It provided great opportunities to engage with professional teaching networks and 

professional learning, as well as an opportunity to improve my professional practice in teaching 

Geography. 


