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MTASA Summer Conference – Beyond the Instrument: Musicianship 
in private lessons 
 

Firstly, thank you for sponsoring my attendance at the MTASA Summer Conference. It was, for 
me, interesting on many different levels and I thoroughly enjoyed it. It refreshed aspects of my teaching, 
offered new knowledge and understanding, gave me an opportunity to hear about and view new 
resources, and allowed me to connect and network with other teachers. I aim to incorporate relevant 
methods, techniques, ideas and resources into my classroom music teaching, small group and individual 
teaching wherever possible and pass on ideas and learning that I feel would be relevant to my 
colleagues informally and through discussion in our weekly Professional Learning Group when possible. 
 While attending I had a very thought provoking experience of sitting and speaking with a 
pianist/teacher who had been blind since birth. It really challenged my perspective of a “seeing” person 
and highlighted how, as teachers, we must always remember that every individual, ie our students, 
come to us with their unique stories, experiences and understandings that will influence their 
perception of the way we teach and the material we present. As teachers, we need to constantly 
consider this for our teaching to be as effective as it possibly can.   
 
Whole Body Learning: What is it?  (Susan Head) 

 Reminded us how appealing, relevant, social and healing music is, and always has been for 
children. 

 Explained how she incorporated the philosophies of Orff and Kodaly and emphasized the 
importance of establishing good foundations for learning, differentiating teaching to 
accommodate individuals. 

 Described her teaching methods which incorporate whole body, multisensory experiences 
founded in neuroscience. Emphasized the importance of singing and chanting and the need to 
hear a piece of music (well performed) before learning it on an instrument to engage and 
motivate. 

 Emphasized the importance of using whole body learning and incorporating all aspects of music 
eg rhythmic patterns, pitch contours, phrasing, harmony, tempo etc., when teaching a new 
piece of music. 

I enjoyed hearing how Susan brought together many teaching and learning methods to create her 
holistic, whole body learning method. Her presentation reminded me to use all of my acquired 
knowledge and understanding in my planning and implementation of my music lessons. 
 
Smart Learning and Musicianship (Alice Yap) 

 Alice’s high energy, enthusiasm and excellent audience engagement throughout her session 
were inspirational. She speaks four languages, is an accomplished musician, has authored and 
published several music books, and runs her own music school in Singapore. She spoke of her 
own learning journey, how she has learnt to recognise and work with her strengths and 
weaknesses to accomplish her goals, and of how she overcame the many challenges in her 
career.  
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 She offered us many thought provoking questions and statements and shared guidelines for 
effective teaching: 

o “How do I want to be remembered when I retire?” 
o “Never stop learning and improving!”  
o Effective teaching requires us to analyse our challenges. 
o “How do you teach a student?”  
o “How can we make the learning interesting and exciting?” 
o Include all aspects of musicianship in our teaching.  
o Entice, plan and strategize for effective lessons.  
o “Different students need different techniques of teaching!”  Consider Left and Right 

Brain learning.  
o Teachers must have knowledge and understanding of their subject, be effective 

communicators, be sensitive to diverse learners, have a love and passion for a variety of 
music, have a rich musical imagination, be organized in all aspects, have practical 
knowledge, and be positive, inspirational and encouraging. 

o “NEVER STOP LEARNING!” 
o Whew! 

I really enjoyed Alice’s session. Apart from all the teaching tips and insights, it was very interesting 
hearing her story and having a glimpse of teaching in a different culture. 
 
How I came to love teaching- Engagement and motivation: Ideas to add to your Treasure Chest (Susan 
Head) 
Susan shared her story of how she came to her present career and the role of professional bodies in that 
journey. She also shared many of her tips, apps, resources that enhanced her teaching. I am already 
using one of her suggested apps, Piano Maestro in my teaching. She also suggested flashcards, fit ball 
for ADHD students, articulated wooden hand, keyboard stamp, various fine motor activities and games, 
wipe off keyboards and staves, incentives, highlighting tape, ladybug hands reminder, Cuisenaire rods, 
and a foot box.  
 
Updates on Registration and Special Authorities  (Sue Fox) 
Sue informed us of Teachers Registration Board regulations and updates specifically relating to music 
teachers….important essential information. 
 
Motives and Motifs meet @ Musicianship  (Mark Matthews) 
Mark is an Australian published composer who explained his motivation behind the motives he used to 
create his compositions. An interesting perspective! Can apply to composition with students. 
 
Exploring Bigger Better Brains  (Samantha Penny) 
Samantha is a Bigger Better Brains Educator who shared neuroscience with regard to music. She firmly 
believes, “Music education is for all.” She expressed disappointment in the AC as it does not recognize 
the importance of music in a child’s overall development. She emphasized that music is a high 
functioning, whole brain activity that actually changes brain structure. It positively affects the  
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development of Language and Executive Function, actually makes the brain larger, and helps stave of 
dementia. She emphasized the importance of our positions as music educators. Insightful! 
 
Education Department Instrumental Music Programs (Amelia Monoghan) 
Amelia explained how the IM program works in South Australia within the Education Department….good 
to know! 
 
Inspiring the Very Young  (Alice Yap) 
In this thought provoking session Alice posed the question, “How do children learn music?” 
She discussed how Piaget’s theory of Cognitive Development and Gardener’s Multiple Intelligences 
should be at the foundation of our teaching. She believed that we should integrate the strengths of the 
methodologies of Orff, Kodaly, Dalcrose and Suzuki into our teaching and discussed how that looks on a 
practical level. She emphasized, “Children may not become musicians but Music is a lifelong gift.” A 
good reminder! 
 
Structure the year, the term, the lesson. Create a curriculum using Whole Body Learning for older 
beginners and more advanced students.  (Susan Head) 
Again Susan gave us a lot practical information. She constantly emphasized Whole Body Learning in a 
number of practically applicable ways. She spoke of the relationship between teacher, student and 
parent, and how parents can be involved. She included tips for developing skills in performance, group 
lessons, concerts exams, and the practicalities of running a Private Music Studio and Business. Lots of 
excellent tips! 
 
Master Class with David Lockett and MTASA Piano Pupils 
It was great to hear the students play and hear/see David’s helpful, insightful comments. I was 
particularly interested as he had been my teacher years ago. 
 
(Rodney Smith) How did we get here? How are we travelling? (the MTASA) 
It was interesting to hear how music teaching professional bodies and standards had developed in SA, 
and the challenges faced. 
 
Present day Pedagogy and Musicianship (Alice Yap) 
Alice’s final session reminded us to make music lessons lots of fun, with interaction, learning through 
play, games and activities. She included valuable practical suggestions regarding planning, breaking 
down lessons into smaller parts, reporting and accountability.  She left us with, “Know your mission and 
vision as an educator.” And , “To teach is to touch a life forever.”  
 


