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HASS Report – Belinda Ryan 

The HASS SA conference held at Magill on 24th February, 2018, was of great value to me as an early 

career teacher.  I am contracted as a Year 2 teacher at Navigator College where we use the International 

Baccalaureate, Primary Years Program to teach using an inquiry model.  The Australian Curriculum 

supports our teaching and is embedded in learning. I came to the HASS SA conference with an IB 

Mindset, looking for ways that I can more thoroughly embed the Australian Curriculum General 

Capabilities and Cross Curricular Priorities into the Units of Inquiry that I am planning and teaching.  

Units of Inquiry generally integrate several learning areas including HASS, Science, Literacy, Numeracy 

and the Arts. 

The Key Note Speaker Mrs Tamara Stewart Jones presented an informative overview of MYSA.  I found 

this interesting but not extremely relevant to my own current classroom situation.  However there is a 

small community of Skilled Migrant families in our school who speak English as a second language and I 

may end up teaching some children from these families in the future. I now know that there are 

resources available through MYSA to assist in my understanding and teaching of these students. 

The first workshop I attended was Care and Compassion in the Community of Inquiry with Dr. Martyn 

Mills-Bayne from Uni SA. Part of our school philosophy is building global citizens who have empathy for 

others and think of others first so Dr Mills-Bayne’s title of ‘The Empathic Pedagogy’ immediately had my 

attention.  Here, the importance of emotional literacy was reiterated, but the idea that children can in 

fact be taught empathy through structured learning experiences was something I had not considered.  

Dr Mills-Bayne explained how through the use of hypothetical situations, well thought out questions and 

conceptual exploration, empathic reasoning can be developed.  Hands on activities were provided to 

demonstrate the learning that could take place, such as the use of sorting facial expression cards into 

happy or sad hoops.  The concept of a Community of Inquiry was also discussed which affirmed what I 

do in my classroom but also gave me ideas about how I can use this way of learning more thoroughly 

and successfully, enabling all children to be involved in the learning process. 

Second, I attended Critical and Creative Thinking- Sustainability with Deb Lasscock.  This session 

provided several authentic and engaging activities in which we were able to draw on our own 

knowledge and use critical and creative thinking to develop new ideas, wonderings and questions.  

Activities such as introducing a partner instead of introducing yourself, using provocations such as 

images to entice discussion and questioning and how to connect learning to your student’s local 

community to make it relevant to students were undertaken.  Ms Lasscock challenged my thinking and 

in doing so inspired me as a teacher to be challenging my students more, talking less and listening more 

to their ideas, wonderings and reasoning. 

Lastly I attended the Educational Technology session with Jackie Chambers.  I was interested to learn 

how I can use ICT in my classroom in a simple but creative way that suits the age group I have.  My 
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students are digital natives and I believe it is so important that they have the opportunity to access ICT 

on a regular basis, integrated into all learning areas. I have three computers in my classroom and 5 iPads 

and I want to make the most of this equipment.  Mrs Chambers made using Apps look easy and I am 

sure that my seven and eight year olds will make it looks easy too. I had heard of some of the apps she 

introduced to us, however it never occurred to me to use multiple apps together to create one final 

product.  Mrs Chambers showed us several apps that can do many things from mind mapping, to linking 

photos to videos, turning photos into interactive audio, making slideshows (without Power Point!), 

picture collages and more.  She then showed us how you could save work from different apps using the 

camera and insert them into a final product such as slideshow or a digital book. Best of all these apps 

are user friendly and achievable for Year 2 students (and their teacher!). I now plan to meet with the IT 

department at my school to see how I can obtain these apps and if I can ‘Air Drop’!  Importantly Mrs 

Chambers showed us the SAMR model and spoke of using ICT not just as a substitute for pen and paper 

but to enhance and redesign students learning experiences.  

Overall, attending the HASS SA conference has assisted me in several ways: practical delivery of HASS 

through communities of inquiry and thought provoking activities, developing empathy in students and 

how to embed the General Capabilities and Cross Curricular Priorities throughout learning, specifically 

Critical and Creative thinking, personal and social capability and ICT.  The practical hands on activities 

will be very useful in my classroom and in implementing future Units of Inquiry. I plan on sharing this 

new knowledge with my school in the following way: 

 Having new apps added to all Junior School ipads and showing staff how to use ‘App Smashing’ 

with their students. 

 Share the learned hands on activities by running mini lessons at staff meetings 

 Use the learned hands on activities in conjunction with my Year level team teacher to teach 

both classes our joined Units of Inquiry. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend. 

Belinda Ryan 

 


