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HASS Conference 2018 

HASSle ME! Said the t-shirt of the organisers. It was quite helpful as it was my first time at the 

building, at the conference, at teaching HASS last year. Coming from the country and being 

received by supportive people was certainly reassuring. 

It was a long drive the night before, from Millicent to Adelaide took nearly 5 hours of thinking 

and anticipating the conference awaiting me the following morning. No doubt I woke up as my 

alarm went BUZZZ and rushed through my morning routine to get to the conference in time. All 

of those hours of thinking and I just couldn’t make up my mind, wondering if it was going to be 

a large conference or not. I was hoping it would be a day of learning and most of all observing 

how others are teaching what I also teach. I got to the conference location earlier than I 

expected, was greeted with my name badge, which included all my workshops for the day, and 

fruit. This all came in really handy as I skipped breakfast and had forgotten to print which 

workshops I was supposed to attend. 

With minutes to spare before it all started, I wandered around, checking the books and other 

teaching resources for sale.  It was extremely helpful as the bookshops in the country don’t 

hold such books. I enjoy flicking through the pages before buying it. Buying online is not the 

same. As the welcome to country invited us in for reflection and indicated it was all about to 

start, I had this calming feeling when looking around. It wasn’t a huge conference after all. It 

was the right amount of people to create discussions without being overwhelming. I was 

surprised though to be invited to raise my hand as being the recipient of the Teacher 

Registration Board (TRB) sponsorship. Being a new career teacher and from the country has its 

benefits sometimes, but I do like to fly under the radar and raising my hand put me out there, 

right in the spotlight. It served its purpose, later in the day I had a few people approaching, 

asking how the drive was or which town did I come from, I believe that was the organiser’s 

intentions. The morning went on as the key note speakers delighted us with their 

presentations. 

The highlight of the morning session was Mr. Williams. He spoke out of his experience, he 

inspired me to plan a trip to the Flinders. When I come around to doing that, it will be 

accompanied by the songs and stories by Buck McKenzie. I haven’t met Buck, but through Mr. 

Williams account I was able to image how good it would be to learn about the Flinders 

Indigenous people through songs as travelling and exploring the landscape. 
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The day followed with three workshops. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to attend my first option 

because the writing rubrics workshop was fully booked, nonetheless Analysing and Evaluating 

Sources, Making Ethical Understandings Fun and Meaningful in the HASS classroom and The 

CRAP test: because the internet isn’t always right, were very insightful and hands on 

workshops. The presenters were experienced and enthusiastic about their expertise areas, the 

ideas they shared was contagious. I couldn’t wait to put into practice some of the ideas and 

tasks. 

On my way back home I couldn’t help but reflect. I had 5 hours of organising all the ideas 

generated during the conference and realizing how excited I was. There was so much I wanted 

to do with the students. I realized that there were elements from all workshops that were 

interdisciplinary and I could use it in all my teaching and learning experiences. Janet Farral 

demonstrated a number of source analysis techniques that I was able to use it in teaching 

History as well as made me change the way I present images and videos to my students in all 

subjects. Using the examples and instructions that Ms. Farral shared, I can name the techniques 

that I was before using and explicitly teach about thinking to students. Being introduced for the 

first time to Development Progression has helped me to assess student capabilities as well as to 

plan more effectively for ongoing learning and differentiated tasks for my ability diverse 

classrooms. As Ms. Farral did, other presenters also provided us with a number of references 

and researches on the topics they were discussing. 

The presenters from SAPEA, South Australia Philosophy in Education Association, were very pro 

-active in providing experiences and references to the participants, with the most hands on 

workshop I attended during the conference. They designed activities to demonstrate their 

intake on how to make ethical understanding fun. As an adult, it was engaging and interesting 

discussing about ethical issues and I believe that has its place in the classroom, my challenge 

now will be introducing similar ideas and activities for the cohort I have in my classroom and 

make it fun and engaging for children and teenagers. 

Children and teenagers usually engage with humorous activities, they appreciate wittiness. The 

“CRAP test, because internet is not always right”, sounded like one of those workshops with a 

serious topic delivered in a playful way. When deciding which workshops to attend, this one 

was a standout to me because internet research is present daily my teaching practice. I am 

always looking for effective ways to engaging with the students. CRAP stand for – Currency, 

Relevance, Authority, Purpose – this test developed at California State University is a useful tool 

in the classroom to get students evaluating the information they find on the internet before 

they consider if it is worthy of their work. Along with the “CRAP test” other tools were shared 

with the participants during this last workshop. At the end, I was exhausted from all the new 
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information and vigorous discussions, but excited with the prospect of returning to classroom 

to try out on my new acquired skills. 

Back at school I was able to share resources and information with my faculty, other teachers 

were interested to know what others like us are doing in their classrooms and maybe we are 

distant physically from the city, but our teaching practices are very much in line. For me as a 

new teacher, all workshops were very informative. Not only with each major topic, I was able to 

observe what new technologies other teachers are using, like the “Padlet Wall” and also what 

pedagogies, such as See, Think, Wonder and Bloom Taxonomy which reinforced my practice is 

contemporary. Students are responding well to the new tasks and pedagogies and I am grateful 

to all presenters for sharing their expertise, to all organisers for their support in delivering the 

conference and specially thankful to the TRB for providing me with this opportunity early in my 

career, allowing me to meet all these talented people and learn from them. 

 

 


