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Jenifer Maddern - 2018 Hass Conference Report 

Launch of songbook materials. Mark.  

Mark brought forth an important message that “reconciliation is at the heart of HASS” and the best way 

to support reconciliation was to promote understanding, acknowledgement and respect for Indigenous 

culture and history. He suggested that Buck McKenzie’s songbook was an excellent resource to support 

this and urged people to learn the songs and music, followed by a trip into Arid Australia, Wilpena 

pound and Leigh Creek to experience, in real life, how the stories match the land. His example reminded 

me of the rich learning that can be found in the mixture of song, dance (the arts), culture and real world 

experience- all of which are important in HASS learning. I will look for some local Indigenous dream time 

stories which may include land marks to use as teaching resources. 

HASS SA Awards. 

The Leila Rankine Aboriginal Studies Award for Excellence was awarded to Rebecca Allen. Rebecca’s 

motivational speech reminded me of how great teachers can make a huge difference in opening the 

minds of their students towards understanding. Rebecca’s educator, Margie Tilbrook, passionately 

spoke out about the need to “listen, speak up and speak out”. Margie urged us not to be afraid to 

challenge opinions. She also stated that “Aboriginal people are the most giving people [sharing accounts 

of their past and details of their lives] and we need to listen and pass it on”. Her message is a powerful 

one, for educators can be powerful advocates for change. I felt motivated by their words to act as an 

advocate for change through my educational practices, especially through raising understanding of the 

Indigenous perspective of the first settlers (or invasion) and supporting children to become advocates 

for positive relations. 

Keynote Presentation, Tamara Stewart-Jones (CEO of Multicultural Youth SA Inc). 

Tamara introduced the role that Multicultural Youth SA (MYSA) plays in assisting young migrant children 

to integrate into Australian society. This organisation runs numerous programs, including; playgroups, 

housing support, parenting programs, outreach, homework and employment clubs, MYSA for men (a 

juvenile justice service), mentoring, independent living workshops and more. MYSA also offers free 

training and support for educators to lessen barriers between smooth integration for migrant children in 

the classroom. Tamara explained that cultural barriers are common between migrant families and 

educator expectations. These can include; the difference in the importance placed on education, 

expectations of the educator and student roles/ relationship, the role of families in their child’s 

education and the difference in the role of the child. The most important message I gained from Tamara 

was about clear communication between migrant families and myself (as educator); to listen, ask, give 

voice and utilise support groups like MYSA. “Through Our Eyes”, by young refugees and the Multicultural 

Centre, certainly demonstrated how film can give migrant children voice to share and promote 

understanding, and I will remember this to use as part of my teaching practices. Also, I now know that 

there is an organisation which I can call on for support with families of diverse cultural backgrounds.  
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Workshop A, Education for a Sustainability approach for a cleaner and healthier earth.  

Cally Malone.   

This workshop emphasised the importance that spending time in the natural environment has in 

encouraging communities to understand, value and work towards sustainability. As Cally reminded us, 

education for sustainability involves developing the knowledge, skills and values of sustainability. 

Furthermore, the range of integrated curricular areas that can be met through looking closely at nature, 

not to mention the hands on real life experience, make the natural environment a rich educational 

resource. The first activity involved developing ‘Education for Sustainability’ activities that would 

incorporate using head, heart and hands (or knowledge, values and skills). The second activity allowed 

us to share and explore activities that other classes were doing with a sustainability approach from 

across the four pillars of sustainability; ecological, political, economic and social/ sustainability. The 

activities in this workshop assisted us to realise the potential learning that can be found through an 

Education for Sustainability approach. However, if educators would like support or resources to support 

this area, Natural Resource Management Education (NRM) is here to assist. Cally explained that NRM’s 

goal is to work towards whole communities working towards sustainability as part of their culture. NRM 

are flexible to work with schools in varied ways, through lending resource packs, providing professional 

development sessions for staff and community (for free) and have a multitude of educational activities 

and resources on their website. There is also a core indicator tool to measure how well your class is 

doing, with sustainability, on their website. I plan to use the resources on the website, and let other 

schools and kindergartens know about the helpful resources there, as well as let other teachers know 

about the assistance NRM offer schools. I know of at least one school and kindergarten (at which I get 

regular TRT work) who regularly explore their natural settings whose programs could be deepened 

through the resources and guidance of the NRM team.  I can’t wait to use them with my own class in the 

future. 

Workshop B, Exploring the general capabilities through sustainability. Deb Lasscock. 

This workshop had a real focus on creative and critical thinking. Deb encouraged us to use both through 

three main activities. Two activities involved looking at aerial photographs and stating what we ‘noticed’ 

and what we ‘wondered’ and which we thought was closest to where we worked. After making some 

assumptions, Deb asked us to convince her, which encouraged us to support and explain our thinking. 

Through this activity, Deb reminded us that it is the big key concepts behind the ideas that is most 

important. This activity was highly engaging for me, and would be just as fantastic in the classroom. I 

plan to give it a go and add this lesson idea to my TRT folder. 

The next activity, we were shown an easy and engaging way to introduce the concept of maps and as 

the activity unfolded. This involved using different colour papers to represent natural objects and create 

a landscape within a see through plastic folder. By adding in man-made features, which also required 

taking away from nature, a discussion about the impact of environmental change followed.  

The last activity involved finding the odd one out of four different plastic food containers. The fact that 

there was no right or wrong answer left the possibilities seemingly endless and it naturally led us 

towards creative thinking to find varied answers. This workshop gave me ideas on new entry pathways 



Jeni Maddern HASS 2018 Conference  
 

into HASS  topics which were motivational, challenged children to use creative and critical thinking and 

feel ownership of the learning. I plan to add these lesson ideas to my TRT folder and adapt the idea of 

starting like this (with children in charge of the analysing and in charge from the very start) to other 

areas of learning. Another great feature of these activities for me and other TRT’s was the lack of 

resources needed.  

One week later whilst teaching a reception class, I successfully used the ‘odd one out’ technique to 

consider the concept of living/ not living.  

Workshop C, World’s Largest Lesson. Elspeth Grant. 

Elspeth shared her experiences with teaching the World’s Largest Lesson within a year twelve class. The 

World’s Biggest Lesson started out as an idea about teaching all students in multiple countries about the 

goals for sustainability. Through looking closely at the changes between the 2000- 15 and 2015- 30 

goals, as well as ranking the goals in priority according to different perspectives, students can 

understand how the world’s issues have changed over time or personal experiences and discuss why. 

Then the students chose how they might spread the word of the goals for sustainability and get others 

to take action, which included web pages, making short videos or posters. Elspeth shared an example of 

each. If educators are interested in getting involved, there is more information and resources available 

on the UN youth Australia website, which is also where students and teachers from all over the world 

share what they did. There are also university students from UN youth who are willing to come out to 

schools to run a session in the class, for a cost. I am still considering how to use this within the age 

groups I teach, but I would gladly let other educators I speak to know about the World’s Biggest Lesson 

(I speak to quite a lot through TRT at multiple settings).  

Excursion E1, Centre of Democracy. 

This excursion introduced educators to a new, very exciting resource in Adelaide that will compliment 

and strengthen civics and Citizenship curriculum for the upper primary & lower high school years. The 

staff very enthusiastic and helpful staff ran us through a range of activities and resources at the centre 

that support hands on, interactive enjoyable learning. These include an interactive wall with quotes 

from politicians that highlight change (or need for it) in Australian society, art works which support 

discovery of different social/ cultural values in Australia’s political past and objects that tell an 

interesting story about Australian political and social history. However, the most exciting was the voting 

booths where students have the chance to make an informed vote in three real life historical events and 

compare this to the real outcome. The staff at the centre have a multitude of activities to offer and are 

willingly very flexible to work with educators to best support their needs from the centre. They offer 

short or long guided tours or full day trips including a democracy walk along North Terrace and printable 

support material. Best of all, it is free! The staff also informed us of a wealth of resources that are 

available through their website and the State Library website. I will definitely let other schools know 

about this great resource and I have already passed the brochure on to my son’s year seven teacher, 

who was very interested. I also plan to take my son there! Another school I work at regularly may also 
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be interested, as they travel to Canberra every year for similar reasons- they would probably love to 

have something more locally focused. I plan to let them know as well. 

Excursion E2, Footprints and their consequences at the Migration Museum. 

Educators were introduced to a wide range of hands on programs on offer for every primary year level, 

all related to Australian migrant history and the Indigenous populations. These involve dressing up in 

period clothing, playing historic games, handling significant (many genuine) personal objects with 

significant meaning to their historic owner and looking through the museum for answers to person’s 

identity. One significant feature of the Migration Museum stories was that, not only was it full of historic 

facts, but many of them actually happened at the sight.  We experienced one of the activities on the 

excursion, in which we became curators (equipped with white gloves to strengthen the feeling of 

involvement) and unpacked a suitcase of personal objects to find one person’s story of migration to 

Australia. The hands on ‘sleuth’ experience was truly exciting. I plan to start collecting resources to be 

able to add this idea to my TRT folder. I’ll also let other educators know that the staff at the Migration 

Museum are very enthusiastic and willingly flexible for different class needs, and that the Museum is 

about to undergo some changes very soon. I plan to keep this in mind for when I find my own class/ 

group as well. 

The 2018 HASS conference overall. 

The HASS conference experience left me with plenty ideas, resources and motivation towards teaching 

HASS. Supporting sustainability principals by including vegetarian catering and recycling bins for a zero 

waste target were morally commendable- and tasty as well. Another really personal, unexpected 

outcome for myself (a newly registered educator) was the feeling of ‘professional belonging’ with a 

group of educators across South Australia, whom all shared a love of teaching HASS related topics. I 

discussed the topic of HASS teaching and built friendships with educators from Port Lincoln, Whyalla, 

Port Pirie and Tanunda, as well as locally around Adelaide’s metropolitan area. I plan to keep in touch 

with at least two and hope to meet them again next year.       
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Photos from the conference: 
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