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On February 24 I was fortunate to be granted a scholarship to the HASS conference at Magill 
University. As a regional educator, attending professional development conferences can prove 
challenging. I thank the Teachers Registration Board of SA for this opportunity.  
 
My conference highlights 
Without a doubt, my highlight was the workshop on Developing Empathy and Fairer understanding of 
Aboriginal people, facilitated by Christine Reid and Adele Pring. The chance to experience the 
timeline of Aboriginal history by participating in a role-play highlighted many gaps and 
misconceptions in my understanding. It is worth noting that Christine Reid worked for Lutheran 
Education a number of years ago, so it was great to reconnect with her and experience a role-play 
that has been around for ages but I had never heard of. 
 
What I gained from the conference   

 An appreciation of how life changed for Aboriginal people, with the arrival of European settlers  

 A greater understanding of the 6 language groups in SA 

 Some excellent digital resources for teaching Aboriginal history 

 The parallel between the depression of Aboriginal people in 1911 to the depression of people 
today. Aboriginal men were often depressed because they couldn’t support their families due to 
European oppression. Today, the rate of depression in Australian society is high, often amongst 
men who experience depression due to loss of income, drought or substance abuse, thereby 
letting down their families. 

 The workshop on the United Nations was also useful, albeit more suited to the secondary years. I 
gained a stronger understanding of the role of the UN and how they make decisions. It was a lot of 
fun participating in the mock “United Nations General Assembly”. I can see how modeling this 
approach will enable students to build real world negotiating and problem solving skills, in order to 
gain a better understanding of contemporary geopolitical issues.  
 

How I’ll share my learning with others 

 I intend to share the United Nations General Assembly model with our Yr 7 teacher. This may 
enrich what the students are already doing through ‘Parliament’, but get them thinking on a 
more global scale.  

 I will facilitate a role-play of Aboriginal History with the upper primary teachers. I know that 
we have done a poor job of teaching this part of history, often giving students a sanitised view 
of how Aboriginal people were treated. There is rich learning within this role-play as it links so 
clearly with the History curriculum in grades four and up.  
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 I will facilitate a role-play of Aboriginal History with my grade 4 class. My aim is to develop a 
stronger partnership with the teachers from Loxton North Primary School, so a possible 
sharing session on Aboriginal history is part of my future plans. 

 Alerting teachers to the digital resources to help them plan units with the Cross curriculum 
priorities of Aboriginal and Torres Strait islander histories and cultures  

 
Summary 
The chance to connect with other educators from the Riverland was an additional bonus of the 
conference. I recommend more regional educators to take the time to attend statewide conferences 
like this one. I would like to thank the organising team from HASS SA for a superbly run conference, 
and additionally, the Teachers Registration Board for funding my attendance at the conference.  
 
Kind regards, 
Karl Klose 
Loxton Lutheran School, SA 
 


