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HASS Conference 2018 Report   

By Leonie Thomas 

The theme for this year’s HASS Conference, “HASS for a Fairer and Healthier Planet”, in my 

view has been a huge success. I found the Guest Speaker, Tamara Stewart-Jones (CEO of 

Multicultural Youth SA Inc. – MYSA) was an excellent choice, and the three workshops that I 

went to, were instrumental in helping me to plan and teach HASS for the first time to my 

Reception to Year 3 class at Spalding Primary School. 

The Keynote Speaker, Tamara, provided deeper understanding to the plight of migrant families 

and useful information regarding free training in their organisation for teachers. She highlighted 

the trauma which refugee families go through to settle in Australia, and hence the children from 

these families having extreme disadvantages to being a successful learner in our school 

system.  

Students come to school often with little or no education, no English and form a culture where 

children are seen and not heard. This alone makes the transition into our schools very difficult 

for them. Parents supporting their children’s learning (homework, reading, notes for absence, for 

example) is very foreign to them. Female students have more expectations on them to work at 

home, so homework and education is secondary for them. 

From this speaker alone, I gathered useful information to share with my colleagues on: the need 

to set very clear expectations; to hold cultural events; to ask if there are any key issues which 

their culture may find offensive; to understand the family breakdown and issues at home which 

may affect attendance; the need to support families directly rather than through written 

information; and to speak to the whole school community regarding general migrant issues. 

The first session I attended was, ’Asking questions as we explore the Globe, and Critical and 

Creative Thinking’ R-2, led by Deb Lasscock. Many of her ideas and suggestions have enabled 

me to establish a more suitable and engaging way of introducing Geography to young learners. 

Asking a wondering question or a noticing question to get the students thinking is a creative way 

to engage students in their learning. Games such as “Which one is different?” is fun and exciting 

for younger students.  

One idea: Encourage students to create their own TOAS, a representation of their place in their 

world. 

Another focus was to look at Creative Thinking by Martin Westwall, where he encourages 

students to generate many ideas, then to critically think about on or two of the ideas suggested 

by students.  
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At the end of the workshop, a useful resource was shared with us: www.primezone.edu.au , a 

printable book for students. 

The second workshop I attended was aimed at R-12 students, “Making Connections Around the 

World… Model United Nations and How it Works” by David Albano and Greig Thomson, a 

Civics and Citizenship topic. 

For my R-3 students, many of the ideas mentioned were too complex for them to engage in, but 

the ideas of role playing situations to understand viewpoint, were easily taken on board, 

especially across topics such as Family Structure, Classroom Structure, Sporting Teams, and 

School Structure.  

To engage young students in Civics and Citizenship, it was suggested that programs like BTN 

would allow a variety of entry points for discussion about our community and society activities. 

Another suggestion was to pick a topical issue in the world and look at the countries involved in 

that issue. Year 2/3 students, in particular, would be able to role play situations to gain more 

understanding of events in our community. The R/1 students would need to role play situations 

in their family and school settings. 

The third workshop I engaged in, was aimed at Year 3-10, titled: “Literacy and Critical Thinking 

Capabilities. The CRAAP Test – because the internet is not always right.” by Katie Silvia. This 

workshop gave me hands on learning, on discovering the usefulness and ease of implementing 

this test with students across the year levels I teach (R-6). 

I have already used this resource to help students in the Year 4-6 class, to gain understanding 

that not all internet information may be accurate or be provided by a reliable source. Students 

need to develop skills to be aware of the failings of some websites. For example, I was directed 

to a website: “All About Explorers” – to see for myself a website filled with mis-information. It 

was quite illuminating. 

As teachers, we need to encourage our students to make judgements about websites, rather 

than just believe everything they read.                                                                   Some helpful 

angles to take with students were:  

          * I know this information is true, because…….. fact or opinion. 

          * Model with whole class the question…. What makes you say that? 

          * Take the class to google the website: Why not Wikipedia?                                        Then 

Read: Top Ten Reasons Students Cannot Cite or Rely on Wikipedia. 

 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to attend the HASS Conference 2018, at which I have 

had many opportunities to learn, to share and to be encouraged to implement new ideas in my 

classes and with the staff at Spalding Primary School. I truly appreciate the very positive 

learning and further development of my ideas to use in the classroom setting and with my peers. 

http://www.primezone.edu.au/

