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Tamara Stewart Jones from Multicultural Youth South Australia (MYSA) opened the conference 
and shared her extensive knowledge with the group. 
 
We learned that South Australia has the highest refugee youth unemployment rates in the 
country which makes raising awareness of and advocating for inclusive practices a key priority 
for teachers who educate the current and next generations. 
 
Tamara shared with the group the short film ‘Through our eyes’ which followed the journeys of 
several different refugees. The film was created for National Refugee Week 2017 and explored 
the fact that many of the refugees in Australia are just regular people who may happen to have 
a different skin colour, religion or range of customs. I recently shared the short film with my year 
8 HASS class as part of our ‘Changing Nations’ unit. The students then completed research 
surrounds the main types of movement and reasonings behind migration. Specifically, the 
students were outraged at the treatment of asylum seekers versus people with official refugee 
status. We connected our study of Media to the film and the students reflected that the media 
stories they knew of has been overwhelmingly negative about refugees in Australia. Students 
reflected upon how our communities could promote tolerance and acceptance. Students also 
discussed how they could form friendships with refugees and debated the best ways to do so. 
 
 
Some important advice given by Tamara for teachers included: 

 Avoid using children to interpret for parents. 

 Host information sessions specifically for multicultural families which allow the extra time 
and resources needed 

 Include parent outreach programs when considering the student cohort 

 When supporting families, the discussion around expectations for all parties is essential 
(sometimes you just need to come out and ask questions for the benefit of the student) 

 Regular cultural events were what multicultural families wanted the most of in surveys. 
Schools must consider the most meaningful way to engage families and inviting them to 
contribute ideas is a great beginning to creating an inclusive culture 

 Remember the cultural lens during decision making (representation on committees, best 
practice, documentation) 

 Solution based meetings will help to alleviate stress, especially for families with broken 
English. Ensure you have awareness of funded services and community leaders which 
may help bridge any gaps. 
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A - Sources analysis 
By Janet Farrall (AISSA)  
 
APST: 1.2 1.5 3.1 3.4 
 
As a teacher new to HASS, the informative shared by Janet was invaluable. 
 
We first reflected upon the Thinking capabilities of inquiry, generation of ideas, reflective 
thinking, analysis, evaluation and synthesizing. 
 
Ask higher order questions to model best questioning practice. Further research by Marzano, 
2000. 
 
Janet introduced the concept of learning ladders which are developmental progressions for 
each subject or area. Further information can be accessed by the Melbourne University website. 
 
The ‘Porcupine’ method of annotating sources was discussed and workshopped. 
 
The mnemonic device of a simple rhyming saying can facilitate students when annotating 
sources: 
 
Left to right 
Bottom to top 
Who’s doing what? 
Look at the lot 
 
When creating your own sources analysis, consider the following: 
 
 
Use the 4 Ws as pre-work: 
 
4 Ws – inferential thinking 
Who created 
When was it created 
Why was it created 
What type of source is it... what does the caption/citation tell us 
 
 
It is important to use contrasting sources in groups for analysis. 
Janet’s advice was to find what you love, find the opposite and find one that will provide higher 
order thinking linked to the others in some capacity.  
 
 
For the younger years level, Janet stressed the importance of ensuring they compare sources 
by identifying and explaining both similarities and differences. If they do not or cannot explore 
both similarities and differences, then teach them again and offer another half mark for 
completing the response again. This offers encouragement and rectifies critical thinking issues 
earlier than later. 
 
Reliability of sources can be intimidating, so it is best to allow students to work in groups, 
without assessment, to explore reliability. 
 

B - Ethical understanding  
Sapea.weebly.com 
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Classroom activities may include: Debates or persuasive arguments, persuasive essays 

or multimodal presentations. 

 

Pitch: Year 11 

Categorizing activity – decision making 

The aim of this activity is to promote decision making 

with visuals. 

 

The activity is accessible for many students due to the 

visual prompts and the simple categories including: 

good, unsure and bad. 

 

Pitch: Year 9 

Pedagogy: Matthew Lipman 

 

 

 

 

C Rubrics 

The rubric session provided invaluable information about how we could and should assess our 

students. 

The information that was shared will help teachers create clearer rubric criteria in terms of what 

constitutes each grade band. An overhaul of the rubrics would take time but would provide 

greater accuracy when reporting on student achievement. 

 

Overall, the conference was an enjoyable experience which provided hands-on learning and 

plenty of resources which could be used to improve teaching and learning practices. I have 

already started sharing information with my colleagues via our subject specific meetings and will 

be recommending a rubric change to the learning leaders. I am currently working on a form of 

performance review where I share strengths and observe strengths of others, so I intend to 

implement and report on my inclusion of learned strategies, games, rubric creations etc. 

 

Thank you to the TRB South Australia for sponsorship to attend the conference. 

 


