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BACKGROUND  
In my submission letter for sponsorship to the Conference, I mentioned the importance of 
having a “toolbox” that can serve me, as a temporary relief teacher, well. I mentioned that we 
often have to put a lesson together “on the run” and as the day unfolds. We learn to go with the 
flow and what works for one class does not necessarily works for another class of the same 
year level/s.  
 
I am a South African trained teacher – B.Commerce degree with main subjects Accounting, 
Business Accounting, Money and Banking, and Business Economics. I also completed the 
Higher Education Diploma. In South Africa I taught Accounting (years 8 to 12) Business Studies 
(years 10 to 12), Economics (years 10 to 12) and Mathematics (years 8 to 10).   
 
In Australia I have completed the Graduate Diploma in Education through the University of 
England (2014).  
 
After have I registered as teacher (TRB), I began to do relief teaching in the Riverland. Over the 
last 3 years I have been doing a few contracts and relief teaching - all in primary schools. This 
was a surprise and initially a huge challenge. I had to familiarise myself with the Australian 
Curriculum years R to 7 and had to change my teaching style as well as learning about 
Australian culture, and more specifically in the context of rural communities.  
 
I had to do a unit in Aboriginal Education for the Graduate Diploma in Education (UNE). This 
was an eye-opener and I could relate to many of the areas we had to research because of my 
South African background. I often feel that people suffer unnecessary and miss out because of 
a lack of understanding and just being fearful in general. I very much enjoyed and appreciate 
the emphasis on Aboriginality during the introduction time at the Conference. The passion of the 
speaker and the recipients of the awards was inspiring.  
 
WORKSHOPS – SATURDAY 24 FEBRUARY  
I thought long and hard about my choices. Eventually I have decided to do what I love most – 
the areas of economics, business and finance. These areas are covered in the Australian 
curriculum from a surprisingly young age. Going around in schools, I do feel that these areas 
are often ignored or neglected. In my experience, even very young students relate positively to 
well- constructed lessons that cover topics which they are experiencing in their everyday lives. 
These lessons also provide excellent cross-curriculum opportunities.  
 

Workshop A8 – Years 7 -10 Economics and Business. Writing a Business Plan.  
 

Anne Glamuzina inspired and caused us to think outside of the box through sharing her 
teaching and personal journey regarding the importance of having a plan!  
We received a Business Plan Template for Year 7 and the discussion regarding the year 
10 Business plan was very helpful. Examples from Anne Glamuzina’s students were 
provided.  
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A discussion of how to use the game theory in the field of economics provide further 
scope for teachers to better engage students in their learning.  

 
Workshop B7 – Year 6 – 10. Economics and Business. Financial Objectives.  

 
The discussion regarding month-end and year-end financial statements could be 
overwhelming for anybody without basic accounting knowledge. Anne Glamuzina 
explained the different statements, budgets, saving plans and cash flow statements. 
Accounting terms were explained in an easy to understand language.  
 
We gained a better understanding of how to demonstrate/ explain to students how these 
above-mentioned documents can make life less complicated and allow a business owner 
to have control over his/her business.  
 
I appreciate the resources displayed and we had the opportunity to buy books with 
lesson plans from St Georges Books.  

 
Workshop C9. Year 7 Economics and Business. How Markets Work.  

 
I can confidently say that we were all encouraged, inspired and impressed by the 
presentation. Troy Schroeder made it sound logical and easy to accomplish when a 
group of teachers work together towards predetermined goals. We could also see the 
many opportunities for cross-curriculum teaching. They could successfully engage year 
7 students because they choose the right product etc. for the students’ age, their world 
of experience and interest…who does not like chocolate?!  

 
SUNDAY EXCURSION – 25 FEBRUARY  
I attended E4 Leviathan! The astonishing science & history of whales.  
 
Astonishing indeed! I thoroughly enjoyed the teaching/presentation as I realised that my 
knowledge about whales was very limited. Although it would be challenging for us to take a 
group of students from the Riverland to the Maritime Museum, I am encouraged and much 
better equipped to prepare a lesson that can excite students.  
 
RESOURCES  
Personally I wanted to attend the Conference because I knew there is always the opportunity to 
be exposed to well-needed resources.  
I thank the Conference organisers for websites and links provided, in all areas of HASS.  
I bought several books from the bookshop. I used a lesson from one of these books on 
Wednesday in a year 3-4 class (I received a booking at 7am on this day). The students were 
surprised as we made paper jets and test them in class without any negative consequences! 
Thereafter we moved into the area of “Transportation and energy”.  
I bought 4 inflatable globes. On Friday I had a year 6-7 class. One of the lessons was about 
matching countries and continents. I (and the students!) was excited about the brilliance of 
holding the planet in your hands, finding the country and the continent…it worked so well!  
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HOW AM I GOING TO SHARE THE KNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE GAINED? 
This could be challenging because I am not based at one school; however, I have convinced 
one other TRT friend to attend the Conference (Mrs C Beech), we connected with a teacher 
from Claire and shared information from the different workshops that we have attended.  
I also have no doubt that situations will arise where I will be able to share information and 
knowledge from the Conference.  
 
CONCLUSION  
I very much appreciate the sponsorship to the Conference. I thank the organisers for the 

beautiful meal and most of all, for providing more effective and exciting tools for my “toolbox”. 


